V 


l 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30525445 


ANEW 


ESSAY 

O  N  T  H  E 

Venereal  Difeafe, 

AND 

METHODSof  cure 

Accounting  for  the 

Nature,  Cause,  and  Symptoms 

of  THAT 

malady. 


By  J.  BECKET,  M.  D. 


LUND  ON: 


Pnnted  for  the  Author,  and  fold  by  T.  Williams 
Book.eher,  in  Fleet  Street-,  and  J.  Dixwell  in  St, 
Mar  tin  s  Lane  ?  near  Charing -  Crofs , 


Vlt 


Sketch  of  the  C  G  N  T  E  N  T  S. 

t 

IN  this  Difcourfe  will  be  found,  a  Number  of  mod 
valuable  Quotations,  that  have  (with  great  Pains) 
been  collected  from  Antient  and  Modern  Authors ; 
fome  of  which  were  written  upwards  of  300  Years  ago. 
From  thofe  Antients,  as  well  as  from  the  moft  eminent 
Moderns,  it  is  proved,  (and  its  Reafonablenefs  clear¬ 
ly  demonftrated)  that  the  treating  this  Diforder  agree¬ 
able  to  the  Intentions  of  Nature,  and  to  the  Opinions 
•  of  the  greateft  of  Men,  muft  be  in  a  Manner  quite  out 
of  the  common  Road  of  Pra&ice  :  together  with  Re¬ 
marks  on  the  prefent  Methods  of  Cure,  {hewing  the 
ill  Ccnfequence  of  ftrong  Purging,  Mercurial  Prepara¬ 
tions,  Injections,  Aftringents,  Sc.  &c.  With  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  a  new  Medicine  dij covered  by  the  Author ,  its 
Comparative  Excellence  with  other  Remedies  fully 
confidered,  and  explained. 

Alfo  fome  ufeful  and  highly  Neceffary  Reflections, 
on  thofe  vile,  illiterate,  and  baneful  People,  who  pre¬ 
tend  to  cure  this  Difeafe,  in  which  their  ignorant,  and 
infamous  PraCtice,  is  clearly  deteCted  and  expofed. 

And  further  is  added,  fome  beneficial  Inquiries  in¬ 
to  the  Nature  and  Virtues  of  the  publifhed  Medicines 
now  moft  in  Ufe,  for  the  Cure  pf  this  Difeafe ;  their 
Operations  examined  and  fairly  confidered. 

Laftly,  Some  Thoughts  are  offered,  on  the  too  fre¬ 
quent  Imputations,  refpeCting  empirical  PraCtice. 

In  fbort,  the  Whole  throws  a  Light  on  the  Venere¬ 
al  Difeafe,  quite  different  from  the  Maxims  eftablifhed 
by  Cuftom,  and  from  what  is  now  the  prefent  Opinion. 
It  is  delivered  in  an  eafy  and  familiar  Manner,  being 
principally  intended  for  the  Perufal  of  Perfons  affliCt- 
ed  with  this  Diforder  ;  and  alfo  for  fuch  as  have  been 
ill  cured  of  it  j  which  may  eafily  be  known  by  obferv- 
jng  the  Opinion  of  Dr.  Peter  Shaw,  Phyfician  to  his 
Majefty,  viz.  t£  That  frequently  flying  Pains,  Head- 
“  aches,  and  other  Symptoms,  cccafioned  either  by 
“  the  Mercury,  or  the  Relicks  of  the  Difternper,  often 
“  continue  after  a  fuppofed  Cure  of  the  InfeCtion, 


T  O 


Mr.  POT  T, 

Senior  Surgeon  of 
St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital. 


S  I  R, 

JVHE  N  1  reflect  on  the  many  Advantages  I  reap'd 
during  the  Time  of  my  attending  St.  Bartholomew  s 
Hofpital  j  and  the  many  Honours  you  daily  gained 5  by  not  only 
proving  yourfelf  a  mof  able  Majhr  in  your  Profejfion ,  but 
in  the  Treating  of  thofe  Patients  who  wg'e  fo  happy  as  to  be 
Under  your  Care ?  ( to  your  Glory  will  it  ever  be  remembered) 
that  at  the  fame  Time  you  was  relieving  their  Afflictions  by 
your  well  known  Skilly  you  evidently  fy?npathi%ed  with  them  in 
all  their  Pains  and  Troubles  j  each  Word ,  each  Lock  and  Ac- 
tion j  fo  blended  with  good  Nature,  conveying  a  true  fellow  feeP 
ing  for  the  Diftrejfes  of  Mankind ,  that  the  Unfortunate  altnojl 
forgot  their  Afflictions,  Praifesfromtheit  Mouths  are  continual- 
ly  heard  when  your  Name  is  mentioned ,  and  when  favoured 
with  your  Prefence ,  Smiles  of love,  comfort  ,  and  gratitude ,  are 
evidently  feen  on  their  Countenance ,  even  through  a  Countenance 
diflorted  with  the  mof}  agonizing  Pains. 

Surely  this  is  the  Character  of  a  truly  great  and  good  Man  ; 
yet.  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  add,  his  no  more  than  Thcujdnds 

and 


DEDICATION. 

find  'Tens  ofThoufands  will  affirm  ; — * — I fay,  when  lYefieSi 
en  fuch  great  Singularities ,  it  is  impoffiible  for  me  to  heft  ate 
one  Moment  to  whom  1  Jhould  dedicate  this  Effiay  ;  and  if  there 
Jhould  prove  one  Hint ,  Remark  or  Maxim ,  that  meets  with 
your  Approbation ,  I  Jhall  think  my f elf  amply  rewarded for  my 
Pains ;  for  as  to  pie afing  the  World ,  I  confejs  I  Jhould  juft 
as  foon  hope  for  grand  Events  from  Impoffiibilities . — As  an 
Author ,  your  great  Merit  has  long  been  acknowledged ,  and 
tboj'e  Works  you  have  obliged  the  Public  with ,  have ,  by  the 
befl  of  Judges been  received  with  the  great  eft  Refpeft.  Your 
Yreatife  on  Ruptures  has  done  more  Honour  to  our  Profeffiion , 
than  any  W irk  yet  Extant  of  its  Kind  ;  as  through  the  whole 
every  Sentiment  plainly  appears  to  be  founded  on  Rcafon ,  Ex¬ 
perience,  and  found  Judgment ;  from  fuch  Qualifications  the 
Af listed  may  with  the  great  eft  Reafon  hope  for  Redrefs ,  even 
though  long  fallen  a  Sacrifice  to  Dcfpair, particularly  when  they 
recclhSl ,  that  to  thofe  Qualifications ,  is  joined  an  almoft  un « 
equalled  Humanity ,  or  Brotherly- Love  to  Mankind . 

1  am, 

SIR,. 

With  the  great  eft  RefpeSi , 

Your  much  obliged  Friend, 

Red-Lion  Square. 

May,  1765. 

And  mofi  obedient  humble  Servant, 


7.  B  E  C  K  E  T. 
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THE 


preface, 

Propofed  to  convey  a  few  Bints  to  the  Reader , 
before  he  perufes  the  EJJ'ay . 

I  A  M  not  unacquainted  that  I  mud:  un¬ 
dergo  Cenfure  ;  the  World  either  has  or 
will  take  the  Liberty  to  criticife  ;  this  gives 
me  not  the  lead:  Concern  ;  as  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  Difcourfe  I  hope  to  ferve  my  Fel¬ 
low-creatures,  therefore  will  not  be  checked 
in  my  Pradice,  nor  even  contra&ed  into 
Limits.  I  expetf  to  be  thought  very  fino-u- 
lar  for  Oppofing  the  Methods  in  general 
Ufe,  and  indeed  acknowledge  mv  Devia 
.i»n,  bo,  at  the  Tame  Time!  be/  leavlt 
obferve,  and  in  Ihort  hope,  that  to  every 
impartial  Reader,  I  fhall  evidently  prove 
that  the  treating  the  Venereal  Difeafe  agree¬ 
able  to  the  Laws  of  Nature,  and  the  Opi¬ 
nions  of  the  greateft  of  Men,  both  An- 

tient 

* 
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tient  and  Modern,  mud  be  by  Methods 
quite  out  of  the  common  Road  of  Practice. 

As  this  Work  is  in  forae  Meafure  chiefly 
intended  for  the  Perufal  of  my  Patients,  or 
fuch  as  are,  or  have  been  affli&ed  with  Ve¬ 
nereal  Infe&ions,  I  have  delivered  the  whole 
in  as  plain,  eafy,  and  familiar  Manner,  as 
poffible  ;  purpofely  avoiding  the  ambiguous 
Terms,  &c.  known  only  by  the  Faculty  ;  I 
have  alfo  induftrioufly  advoided  fuch  Ex- 
preflions  as  muft  hurt  a  modeft  Ear,  (as  far 
as  the  fubjeft  would  allow-)  and  yet  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  keep  up  to  the  full  Senfe  and 
Meaning  of  the  Difcourfe ;  and  hope  it  wil 
be  found  that  my  Sentiments  there  advanc¬ 
ed,  are  not  mere  Conjectures,  but  founded 
on  Reafon,  Experience,  and  the  Laws  of 
Nature.  As  I  have  always  prefered  fincen- 
ty  to  Eloquence,  fol  Ihould  be  more  proud 
to  be  efteemed  the  Author  of  one  ufeful 
Proof,  or  plain  Demonflration,  than  all 
the  fine-fpun  Hypothefes  that  compo  e  e 
Works  of  the  moll  eminent  Authors ;  an 
I  can  juffly  fay,  with  Dr.  Lobb,  that  my  De- 
i>n  in  Printing  this  Book  is  not  to  refleft 
on  any  Gentleman  of  the  Faculty  ,  there 
are  many  Phyflcians  and  Surgeons  m  _the 
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feritifh  Nation,  and  in  this  Town  in  parti¬ 
cular,  defervedly  celebrated  for  their  great 
Knowledge  in  their  Profeffions.  Therefore 
let  it  be  underftood,  when  I  fay  the  Prac¬ 
tice  in  Ufe,X  mean  that  in  general  XJfe,  confe- 
qently  thofe  that  are  of  different  Sentiments 
frommyfelf,  cannot  have  the  lead  Reafon  to 
imagine  I  have  a  perfonal  Aim  at  them,  or 
intend  to  leffen  their  Reputation.  But  if 
the  Principles  and  Rules,  &c.  I  have  re¬ 
commended  to  the  World,  fliould  bring  any 
miftaken  and  hurtful  Methods  of  Practice 
into  Difcredit,  I  ought  not  to  be  lorry,  but 
rather  to  rejoice,  becaufe  the  Event  will  be 
happy  for  Mankind ;  for  none  can  juflly 
fuffer  in  thei-r  Honour,  for  rejecting  Cuftoms 
in  Medical  Practice,  when  they  have  been 
proved  not  to  correfpond  with  the  true  Cu¬ 
rative  Indications.  And  I  muff  add,  that 
if  by  fubmitting  myfelf  to  the  Cenfure  of 
others,  I  fhould  have  the  good  Fortune  to 
excite  feme  more  mafterly  Pen  to  improve 
the  Art  of  Curing  this  Difeafe,  it  will  much 
augment  my  Pleasure  and  Satisfaction,  as  I 
fhall  thereby  be,  in  a  great  Meafure,  inftru- 
mental  in  conveying  a  greater  good  to  my 
Fellow-creatures. 

b  And 
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Andfurtherjoining  my  Sentiments  to  thofe 
of  a  favourite  Author,  I  proceed,  that  to  be 
at  a  Certainty,  how  to  cure  a  Difeafethat  fills 
m  with  the  mod  painful  Senfations ,  requires 
our  utmod  Diligence  and  Care .  But  no 

Man  can  be  fo,  that  is  not  acquainted  with 
the  Animal  Oeconomy,  and  the  Operation  of 
a  Medicine  upon  the  Fluids  ;  and  alrho’  l 
am  one  of  the  lead  (amongft  many)  that 
are  capable  of  an  Undertaking  of  this  Na¬ 
ture,  yet  as  I  do  not  hereby  pretend  to  be 
wifer  (only  perhaps,  a  little  more  laborious) 
than  the  red  of  my  Brethren  ;  fo  I  hope 
they  will  pardon  me,  if  by  great  Applica¬ 
tion  and  Care,  I  can  inform  both  my i elf 
and  them,  of  fomewhal  we  have  at  prefent, 
but  a  confufed  Idea  of :  and  if  they  will 
pleafe  to  give  themfelves  leifure  to  read 
through,  and  ccniider  every  Part,  before 
they  cenfure  any ,  I  hope  they  will  not 
think  their  Time  ill  fpent,  if  they  find  it 
pleafant,  entertaining,  and  tending  to  the 
Affidance  of  Mankind  j  although  I  know 
it  is  hnpojjible  to  write,  fo  as  to  pleafe 
every  Perfon.  Yet  to  the  judicious  and  Un¬ 
prejudiced,  I  flatter  myfelf,  it  may  be  found 

acceptable* 

In 
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In  the  Courfe  of  this  Eflay,  I  have  in- 
ferted  a  Number  of  Quotations  that  are  ab- 
ftradted  from  Authors  of  undoubted  Credit, 
which  I  imagine,  will  have  much  greater 
Weight  with  the  Reader,  than  any  Thing  I 

could  fingly  offer  in  Support  of  this  Hypo¬ 
thecs.  And  as,  agreeable  to  the  Observation 

made  by  a  valuable  Author,  I  do  not  think  it 
anylefiening  either  to  me  or  the  Book,  therefore 
in  order  to  anticipate  any  malicious  Re¬ 
flections,  frankly  own,  that  divers  Things 
herein  contained,  are  Hints  and  Gleanings 
from  other  Authors  -y  and  I  think  every 
Man  does  the  fame,  that  writes  to  any  good 
Purpofe  ;  altho’  all  are  not  fo  ingenuous  as 
to  own  it  as  I  do.  But  I  hope  I  may  truly 
fay,  that  my  A  Alliance  does  not  come  from 
the  Field  of  the  Sluggard,  or  Fool  ;  not 
from  uncultivated  Ground,  or  barren  Soil, 
but  from  Authors  of  good  Authority,  the 
Sentiments  of  whom  I  have  gathered  to¬ 
gether  with  no  little  Pains.  And  if  any 
living  Author  takes  it  ill,  that  I  have  fucked 
Honey  from  any  Flower  of  his,  I  hope  I 
have  therein  done  him  no  Injury,  and  in¬ 
deed,  have  probably  only  done  by  him 
what  he  has  done  by  many  others. 

b  a 
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Certain  J  am,  no  Man  is  without  Error? 
and  I  wifh  I  knew  all  mine  ;  to  excufe 
many  of  which,  I  am  under  the  difagreeable 

Neceffity  to  beg  great  Lenity  from  the  Rea¬ 
der,  more  particularly,  when  I  inform  him, 

this  Work  is  a  h ally  Publications  it  con-* 
lilting  of  Obfervations,  which  have  been 
made  from  Time  to  Time  in  my  Extenfive 
Practice  in  the  Cure  of  the  Venereal  Dif- 
eafe.  Thefe  were  taken  as  kind  of  Minutes* 
on  which  I  made  fuch  Remarks  as  I  found 
neceffary;  and  to  thefe  are  added,  thofe  Sen¬ 
timents  from  fuch  great  Men  as  favoured  the 
Method  I  have  found  abfolutely  neceffary 
toeflablifh.  Now  to  colled!,  difpofe,  and 
place  in  a  regular  Order,  the  above  Ma^ 
nufcripts,  required  fome  Time  and  Atten¬ 
tion.  But  in  Oppofition  to  this,  an  ill  State 
of  Health,  and  my  whole  Time  nearly  in^ 
groffed  in  the  Attendance  on  my  Practice* 
has  prevented  the  Difcourfe  being  drelled 
in  that  neceffary  Apparel.;  therefore,  is 
obliged  to  appear  in  the  World,  loaded 
with  the  Expreffions  of  Inaccuracy  Tauto¬ 
logy,  Irregularity,  &c.  &c.  Indeed  it  may 
be  afked,  why  fome  intimate  Friend  was 
not  confulted,  whole  Time  would  have  ad™ 
mitted  him  to  have  prevented  thofe  Circum- 

ftances  ? 
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fiances  ?  To  which  I  anfwer,  my  Reafon 
y/as  this,  that  at  the  fame  Time  they  were 
removing  the  Exceptions,  I  was  appre- 
henfive,  the  real  Senfe  and  Meaning  of  the 
Work,  would  in'  fome  Meafure,  iufter  an  Al¬ 
teration,  or  at  lead  befo  expreffed,  as  might 
perplex  the  Reader  which  way  to  determine. 
Therefore  I  was  fully  of  the  Opinion,  that 
it  was  better  to  publifh  it  to  the  World, 
even  under  thofe  Difadvantages,  than  rifque 
any  kind  of  Alteration,  that  might  embarras 
that  Mode  of  Practice,  which  I  here  affirm 
to  be  the  only  fa'fe  and  effectual  One,  that 
ever  was,  or  can  be  made  Ufe  of,  except  the 
Difeafe  ihould  change  its  Nature,  which 
we  have  little  Reafon  to  fappofe  that  it  will. 

Now  as  this  Difcourfe  (I  forefee)  is  to  go 
through  a  fevere  Penance,  whatever  the 
good  Critics,  or  the  capricious  Cavillers  are 
pleafed  to  fay,  I  have  only  to  beg  of  them, 
that  the  whole  Load  may  reft  on  myfelf* 
(well  knowing,  the  Weight  can  be  of  no  Con- 
fequence  to  me)  this  I  mention  to  prevent 
any  Infinuation  :  that  thofe  of  the  Faculty 
with  whom  I  am  particularly  intimate,  were 
concerned  in  this  Publication  *  it  is  true  thofe 
©f  thegreateftBminencehavefeen  theManu- 

fcripts. 
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«  - 

fcripts,  and  were  pleafed  to  approve  of  the 
Publication.  But  I  here  folemnly  affirm, 
that  no  Perfon  has  been  concerned  either 
directly,  or  indiredlly,  by  adding  or  di- 
minifhing  any  Sentiment  or  Expreflfion 
through  any  Part  oi  this  ElTay.  Among  a 
Number  of  Objedtions  to  this  Work,  the 
following  probably  may  be  One,  that  I  have 
expofed  the  Profefiion  too  much,  by  which 
it  is  made  too  cheap.  But  they  will  do 
right  to  conhder,  that  tho’  fuch  Perfons  as 
are,  or  have  been  infedled,  may  by  Read¬ 
ing  this  Book,  be  a  Judge  whether  they  are 
perfectly  found  or  not,  yet  the  Cure  ever 
remains  in  the  Hands  of  the  Faculty  ;  for  as 
to  the  Intruder  and  the  Illiterate,  that  has 
no  Education,  nor  any  Notion  of  the  Pro- 
feffion  until  he  reads  this,  it  will  be  of  no 
more  Benefit  to  him,  than  if  it  was  wrote 
in  Hebrew.  Another  Objection  may  be 
railed,  againft  my  not  taking  Notice  of 
every  publifhed  Medicine,  as  I  have  done 
feveral  :  the  Reafon  was  this,  there  not 
being  any  in  general  Ufe,  therefore  not 
worth  the  lead  Notice.  The  diet  Drink, 
Dr.  Leak  mentions  in  his  Advertifemems, 
having  flipt  my  Memory,  {hall  juft  obferve, 
I  have  proved  it  to  be  very  Innocent,  having 
similar  Effefts  with  the  Decoftion  of  Safla- 
Parilla.  I  alfotake  this  Opportunity  to  men¬ 
tion  the  Peru  Drops,  fold  in  Holbourn 
they  are  much  the  fame  Ample  and  abfurd 
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Medicine,  called  the  Jefuits  Drops,  or  if  any 
Thing  a  worfe  Com  poll  tion. 

I  flatter  myfelf  this  Treatife  will  be 
found  acceptable,  to  fuch  of  the  Faculty  as 
practice  in  the  Country,  many  of  whom  are 
totally  unacquainted  with  the  Particular 
Nature  of  the  Venereal  Poifon$  and  per¬ 
haps  the  Eafe  and  Plainnefs  of  the  Stile, 
may  render  it  flill  more  ufeful,  as  every  in¬ 
genious  Man  is  not  fo  happy  as  to  have  had 
an  Academical  Education,  and  yet  may  * 
however,  have  Learning  enough  to  qualify 
themfelves  for  feme  one  Branch  of  Phyfic* 
Thefe  too  often  Practice  by  Cuftom  and 
Receipts,  without  rightly  underftanding 
why,  and  the  Manner  how  Medicines 
ought  to  operate,  to  expell  this  Diforder* 
and  the  more  fo,  as  they  have  but  little  Prac¬ 
tice  in  the  Curing  of  it. 

If  another  Objection  fhould  offer,  refped- 
ing  my  not  making  known  the  Medicine  1 
have  fo  much  extolled ;  let  the  Reader  obferve 
the  Reafon  I  have  there  given,  which,  to  a 
fenfible  Man,  will  always  appear  fufiicient. 
And  dare  believe,  on  the  Whole,  it  may  be 
allowed,  I  have  taken  much  Pains  to  trace 
out  the  Nature  and  Caufe  of  that  Difiexn-* 
per,  I  have  now  treated  of;  it  was  a  Study 
I  early  in  Life  propofed,  and  always  had  a 
determined  Refolution,  to  arrive  to  an  ac~ 
compliihed  Method  of  Curing  it,  I  recoi¬ 
led 
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le<ft  an  Obfervatlon  made  by  the  late  Inge^ 
liious  Mr.  Nourfe ,  in  the  Year  1756,  being 
then  Senior  Surgeon  of  Bartholomew  s  Hof- 
pital,  having  juft  been  vifiting  one  of  the 
Wards  appropriated  for  the  Cure  of  Vene¬ 
real  Patients,  that  if  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Faculty  would  take  more  Pains  in  the  Cure 
of  thofe  Venereal  Patients,  that  come  under 
their  Care,  he  was  fully  perfuaded  the  Hos¬ 
pitals  could  not  be  crowded  with  fuch  mi- 
ferable  ObjeCts,  nor  would  the  Town  fwarm 
with  fuch  Numbers  of  illiterate  Fellows 
who  vilely  pretend  to  cure  that  Difeafe. 
This  Gentleman  was  certainly  Right  in  his 
Sentiments;  the  Confequence  of  ill  Cures 
is  fcarce  credible  ;  for  where  it  happens 
fo  in  fome  particular  Conftitutions,  it  in 
Time  becomes  next  to  an  Impoffibility  ever 
toirradicate  that  curfed  Poifon. 

About  a  Month  ago,  as  I  was  going  up 
Ludgate-Hill ,  I  faw  a  Man,  who  I  imme¬ 
diately  remembered  being  in  the  Hofpital, 
and  at  the  Time  I  mentioned  Mr.  Nourfe  s 
talking  of  this  Diforder,  this  Man  being 
then  a  Patient,  and  in  the  mo  ft  {hocking 
Situation.  I  fhould  not  have  recollected 
him,  but  the  Circumftance  of  his  having 
but  one  Leg,  and  one  Arm,  ftruck  my  Eye 
immediately;  and  his  Face  being  much  de- 
ftorted  with  the  Diftemper,  made  me  the 

more 
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more  certain  he  was  the  fame  Perfon  ;  and 
therefore  directly  called  to  my  Servant  to 
order  the  Coachman  to  flop,  and  got  out 
of  my  Chariot,  to  Queftion  the  Man  re- 
ipecfting  the  Diforder  :  I  well  remem¬ 
bered  his  being  falivated  feveral  Times, 
and  that  he  was  difcharged  out  of  the 
Ploufe,  pretty  well  ;  but  he  informed  me 
it  foon  returned,  and  that  he  had  been  un¬ 
der  almoft  every  eminent  Practitioner  in 
Town  and  Countrv,  and  had  lince  been 
falivated  fix  or  feven  Times,  but  ftill  the 
Symptoms  after  a  little  Time  returned:  I  of¬ 
fered  to  order  him  fame  Medicines,  but  he 
told  me  he  was  determined  to  take  no 
more,  as  he  found  it  would  kill  him,  there¬ 
fore  the  fooner  he  was  dead,  the  better.  He 
was  now  fo  infected,  that  feveral  of  his 
Bones  were  quite  rotten  ;  and  he  flunk  fo, 
that  it  was  with  Difficulty  you  could  (land 
near  him. 

This  proves  the  dreadful  Confequence 
of  ill  Cures  3  that  Man  having  been  cured 
(as  he  fuppofed)  five  Years  before  he  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  Hofpital,  and  always  declared  he 
had  caught  no  new  Infection,  and  indeed, 
there  were  Reafons  fufficicnt  to  -prove  he 
could  not. 

To  end  this  Preface,  left  I  tire  the  Rea¬ 
der’s  Patience,  I  fhall  only  add,  that  as  no 
Man  is  without  his  Enemies,  fo  I  fuppofe 
I  .have  forae.  But  my  Confolation  is,  that 

Q  their 
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their  Malice  is  Impotent,  and  wholly  with* 
out  a  Caufe  ;  therefore,  if  by  unparallel’d 
Falfehoocls,  they  ftrive  to  murder  my  good 
Name  in  the  Dark,  yet  of  thefe  I  afk.  no 
Quarter,  nor  fhall  I  take  any  Notice  of 
their  Malicious  Reproaches  ;  for  I  fhould 
efteem  their  Applaufe  as  a  Scandal  and  Slur 
to  rriy  Underftanding,  as  I  devote  this  Book 
wholly  to  Men  of  Integrity,  Learning,  Can¬ 
dour,  and  Humanity.  What  I  have  juft 
faid,  and  the  following,  with  which  the 
Preface  ends,  are  wrote  in  Conjun&ion 
with  the  Sentiments  and  Mode  of  two  Emi¬ 
nent  phyfical  Writers. 

I  now  publicly  declare,  I  am  very  indif¬ 
ferent  as  to  what  Cavils  are  made  againftthis 
ufeful  EfTay,  it  not  being  wrote  with  a  View 
of  Intered:  refpeding  the  Sale,  therefore  its 
Enemies  will  be  greatly  difappointed,  if  they 
endeavour  to  depriciate  it  on  that  Account, 
but  if  through  worfe  Motives,  they  will  not 
make  me  angry,  as  1  have  the  Happinefs  to 
be  out  of  the  Reach  of  fuch  kind  of  Envy, 
confequently  they  will  gain  no  more  Victo¬ 
ry,  than  if  they  werefighting  with  the  Air,  or 
their  own  Shadows ; 

For  in  vain  will  flow  the  Venom, from  the 


As  for  low  Cenfures, 

Erit  loquacis  pulchra  P  voter  via 
VindiEta ,  rifif'e  &  fere  no 
Magnanimum  tacuijfe  Vultu. 

I  anii 

Phe  Public  s  humble  Servant? 

\  4  •  . 

J.  BECKET. 


Errata ,  from  Page  64,  leave  out  the  Run« 
ning  Titles  On  Diuretic  Medicines . — — 
Page  56,  by  an  Error  of  the  Prefs  Part 
of  a  Quotation  is  re-inferted; 


CHAR  I. 


Contains  a  Jhort  Account  of  the  Origin 
of  the  Venereal  Disease. 

H  E  great  Boerhaave  fays,  it  is  a 


JL  Diforder  wholly  lingular  in  its  Na¬ 
ture,  and  perhaps  bears  no  Refemblance  to 
any  other.  It  is,  alas !  too  common  :  it  is 
the  Fire  of  Death  $  more  to  be  feared,  and 
by  far  more  dreadful  than  Death  itfelfA 
With  thefe  Words  he  opens  his  Lectures 
on  this  Diforder.  The  Variety  of  Opinions 
to  be  found  in  Authors  who  have  treated  of 
this  Difeafe,  apparently  fhews  that  they 
had  difcovered  no  certain  Means  to  diredl 
them  to  an  inconteftible  Period  of  its  Ori¬ 
gin  ;  they  indeed  are  pretty  general  in  the 
Opinion  that  it  was  imported  from  America 
by  Chrijlopher  Columbus ,  in  the  Year  1493? 
he  having  performed  his  Expedition  from 
thole  Parts.  Several  Authors  have  ap¬ 
peared  in  Defence  of  the  Antiquity  of  the 
Venereal  Difeafe,  the  laft  of  whom  was 


Mr.  William  Becket ,  of  London ,  Surgeon, 
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£  A Jhort  Account ,  &c. 

in  three  Donations  published  in  the  30th 
and  3iftVolumesofthe  Pbilofopbical  Tranf- 
actions,  in  which  he  has,  with  great  Dili¬ 
gence,  got  together  whatever  could  be 
collected  from  the  Englifh  Antiquities,  both 
in  Print  and  Manufcript,  that  favoured  his 
Opinion.  In  the  Diflertation  firft  printed 
in  the  30th  Volume  of  the  Pbilofopbical 
Tranf actions,  No.  357,  Anno  1718,  he 
labours  to  prove,  that  a  Venereal  Go-' 
norrhsea  was  known  in  England  fome  Ages 
before  the  Year  1493,  under  the  Names  of 
Ardor,  Arfura,  Incendium ,  &c.  in  Engli/b , 
Brenning,  or  Burning ;  whereof  indeed 
there  is  frequent  mention  made  by  the  Eng- 
lijh  Hiftorians  and  in  Confirmation  of  this 
Opinion,  he  produces  feveral  Authorities, 
whereof  fome  are  earlier  and  others  later 
than  the  Year  1494;  from  which  he  con¬ 
cludes,  that  this  Difeafe  was  communicated 
from  infedted  Women  to  Men,  and  that  in 
the  mod  antient  Times.  However,  be  this 
as  it  will,  it  is  not  worth  ingroffing  the 
Reader's  Time  about,  as  it  is  not  a  Matter 
of  the  greateft  Importance  to  know  from 
what  Part  of  the  Globe  it  had  its  Birth,  or 
from  what  exadt  Time  to  fix  its  Origin* 

It 
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It  5s  certainly  enough  to  know  the  Nature, 
Caufe  and  Symptoms  (^which  byv  the  By$ 
every  Phyfician  and  Surgeon  ought  to  make 
himfelf  thoroughly  acquainted  with)  the 
Knowledge  of  which  can  only  point  out  a 
rational  Method  of  cure. 


CHAP.  II. 

&  •  ' 

Contains  a  Jhort  Information  of  the  Nature 
of  Venereal  Infections. 

HERE  follows  a  Abort  Defcription  of 
the  Difeafe,  agreeable  to  the  Opinion 
of  an  antient  Author  in  the  Year  1566. 
Upon  the  firft  Appearance  of  this  Malady 
In  Europe ,  the  latent  Poifon,  before  it  broke 
out  in  other  Symptoms,  betrayed  itfelf  in 
an  uncommon  Indolence,  fpontaneous  L al¬ 
titude,  (a)  Senfe  of  Weight  in  the  Limbs, 
an  almoft  continual  Inclination  to  Sleep, 
wafting  of  the  Habit,  Lofs  of  Vigour,  Per¬ 
turbation  of  the  Mind,  melancholy,  and  a 
timorous  Difpofttion,  Palenefs  of  the  Face, 
Blacknefs  under  the  Eyes,  Alteration  of  the 
whole  Vifage,  Heat  in  the  Hands  and  Feet, 

B  2  with 
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with  a  great  many  Symptoms  more.  To 
thcfe,  in  moil  Patients,  fucceeded  a  (c) 
Caries  of  the  Pudenda,  producing  fmall  cor- 
rofive  Ulcers  of  a  red  Colour,  which  after 
difappearing  returned  again,  and  fometimes 
in  twice  their  former  Number ;  the  Skin 
became  deformed  with  rough,  unequal 
Crufts,  and  nafty  Puftules,  the  Eruption 
fometimes  wearing  the  Shape  Satyriafis, 
fometimes  of  the  Elephantiafis,  or  Lichen, 
or  Teraminthus,  or  Pfora.  But  before  this, 
there  ufed  to  fpring  up  a  Crop  of  very  fmall 
Puftules,  which  grew  by  Degrees,  till  at 
laft  they  reached  the  Size  of  a  Nut.  Thefe 
Puftules  ill e wed  thernfelves  capable  of  a 
great  Variety,  for  fome  were  larger, 
others  fmaller,  fome  dryer,  others  more 
moift.  Sometimes  their  Colour  was  livid 
cineritious,  fometimes  pale,  or  of  a  faint 
red  ;  after  they  broke,  they  inceffantly 
threw  out  prodigious  Quantities  of  a  fordid 
foetid  Liquor,  refembling  a  Mucilage  ;  and 
to  the  Puftules  fucceeded  Ulcers  of  the  pha- 
gedamick  Kind,  which  devoured  the  flefhy 
Parts  to  the  very  Bones ;  nor  could  the  hard 
Confidence  of  the  Bones  thernfelves  defend 
them  from  Corruption  and  Erofion.  The 

acrid 
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send  Humours  falling  upon  the  fuperior 
Parts,  fometimes  perforated  the  Tongue, 
fometimes  exulcerated  the  Palate  and  Fau¬ 
ces,  and  at  other  Times  deftroyed  the  U- 
vula  and  Tonfillse.  Some  had  their  Lips, 
others  their  Nofes,  or  Ears,  or  Eyes  eroded; 
and  a  great  many  were  intirely  deprived  of 
their  virile  Parts.  In  fome,  gummatous 
Humours  puftied  out,  refembling  the  Athe¬ 
roma,  or  thofe  Concretions  formed  by  the 
Gums  of  Trees  ;  thefe  would  fwell  to  the 
Size  of  an  Acorn,  Egg,  or  Apple  ;  and 
when  opened,  poured  out  a  whitifti  Mucor* 
which  however  was  not  extremely  foetid. 
The  Joints  were  affeded  with  Tophi,  the 
Arms  particularly,  and  Knees,  with  hard  cal¬ 
lous  Tumours,  while  the  Scapulae,  Sternum, 
and  Tibiae  were  tormented  with  violent 
Pains  in  fome  the  Pains  were  continual, 
in  others  they  intermitted,  but  in  both 
Cafes  they  were  moft  acute  in  the  Night. 
Sometimes  the  Pains  were  complicated  with 
Fuftules,  Ulcers  and  Tumours,  fometimes 
unattended  with  any  of  thefe.  The  Patient 
loft  his  Appetite  and  Reft ;  his  broken 
Slumbers  were  haunted  with  frightful 
Dreams ;  he  burnt  with  an  alrnoft  conti- 

nuai 


6  Nature  of  Venereal  Infections . 
rmal  Heat,  and  was  tormented  with  an 
aching  Head.  Befides,  he  fuffered  the  laft 
Violence  of  every  Paffion  that  mod  difturbs 
the  Mind.  In  the  mean  Time,  what  he 
fpit  was  thick  and  Bothy,  his  Sweats  were 
foetcd,  his  Stools  dry,  with  fo me  Mixture 
of  Mucor,  and  his  Urine  reddifh,'  oily  and 
thick,  with  an  unequal,  turbid,  broken 
Sediment* 

But  when  this  Difeafe  had  now  raged  in 
'Europe  for  about  30  Years  in  this  (hocking 
and  deplorable  Manner,  it  began  fomeuhat 
to  change  its  Shape,  either  as  to  its  Train 
of  Symptoms,  or  the  Order  of  their  Succef- 
fion.  All  thefe  Things  we  learn  from  the 
Writings  of  that  Age.  In  this  Manner  did 
the  Difeafe  proceed,  till  (on  the  firft  In¬ 
fection)  the  Puftules  for  the  moft  Part  were 
gone,  the  hard  Tumours  grew  lefs  frequent, 
and  the  Pains  more  mild  ;  befides,  the  firft 
Symptoms  became  Buboes,  Ulcers,  Worts, 
and  a  Gonorrhaea,  &V. 
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A  ifhort  Sketch  of  Dr.  Boerhaave  $  Send** 

meats  relative  thereto, 

•  ^  $ 

i  ft.  He  lays,  the  firft  Property  of  this 
Hifeafe  is,  that  the  Infection  is  fo  eafily 
propagated,  that,  in  fpite  of  all  Precau¬ 
tions,  the  whole  Conftitution  may  be  fub- 
dued  by  it ;  neverthelefs,  we  are  totally 
ignorant  of  the  often tial  Qualities  of  this 
Diiorder ;  we  only  know  that  it  difcovers 
itfelf  by  certain  Phenomena,  which  being 
collected,  I  (hall  prefent  to  you,  fo  far  at 
leaft  as  may  diftinguifti  it  from  any  other, 

2d.  When  a  Man  is  infected,  there  is  no 
Part  of  his  Body,  however  found,  that  can 
be  faid  to  be  fecure  ;  nay,  the  whole  may 
be  contaminated  ;  and  fuch  is  its  Power, 
that  it  will  render  the  whole  Body  weak 
and  feeble  in  a  Manner  alrnoft  incredible  to 
thofe  who  have  never  experienced  it.—  - 
The  momentary  Contact  of  warm  Bodies 
fufficient  for  its  Propagation  — As  a  fth-fil 
Spark  is  capable  of  kindling  a  mighty; 
Flame* 

s'  r  ] 
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'  r 

3d.  The  true  Contagion  will  deftroy  the 
moft  pure  and  healthy  Body  it  affe&s.  I 
have  feen  a  comely  young  Gentleman,  In 
whom  a  little  Ulcer  fo  propagated  itfelf, 
that  not  even  a  Part  of  the  Body  was  left 
free. 

4th.  It  hath  therefore  the  Property  of 
inverting  all  the  good  Humours.  I  have 
feen  a  young  Man  who  had  only  a  little 
Ulcer  in  his  Noftrils,  which  could  not  be 
cured  by  any  of  the  Phyficians  either  in 
’England,  Germany ,  or  France ,  where  he 
had  travelled,  yet  at  that  Time  was  other- 
wife  found  and  clean  ;  neverthelefs  his 
whole  Face,  Eyes,  Ears,  &c.  were  after¬ 
wards  affedted. 

5.  From  hence,  if  I  may  fo  Ipeak,  there 
is  in  this  Contagion,  an  innate  Power  of 
Propagation,  on  which  Account  many  fup- 
pofe  it  to  be  of  the  Animal  Kind,  and  pro¬ 
duced  from  a  Congeries  of  Animalcula, 
which  being  received  into  the  Body  as  a 
proper  Nidus,  there  propagate  tbemfelves 
with  infinite  Velocity.  This  Opinion  they 

think 
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think  the  more  probable,  becaufe  it  may  be 
cured  by  Mercury,  an  anthelmintic  Reme¬ 
dy.  I  never  faw  any  thing  like  this,  not- 
withftanding  I  am  fenfible  Mercury  has  that 
Property  ;  if  venereal  Ulcers  on  the  Skin  are 
not  well  cured,  they  affedl  the  whole  Body 
and  if  the  Sanies  is  applied  to  any  Part  of  a 
found  Perfon,  he  will  be  infetfted  thereby,— 
This  Infedlion  diffolves  the  lolid  Parts,  the 
Vifcera  Cataloges  and  Bones,  even  thofe  of 
the  Thigh  and  Cranium,  reducing  them  to 
a  Caput  mortuum ,  or  friable  Subftance  ;  a 
Quality  which  can  be  attributed  to  no  dis¬ 
order  befides  ;  nay,  the  very  Corruption  It 
produces  becomes  the  Medium  of  its  further 
Propagation. 

6th.  The  Matter  is  fo  very  fine  and  vo¬ 
latile,  that  if  it  be  applied  outwardly  to  the 
Surface  of  the  Skin,  it  will  penetrate  thro* 
it  to  the  part  it  covers.  The  whole  Body 
Is  defended  by  the  folid  reft  ft  able  Cutis,  as 


infinuate  itielf  into  its  Subftance,  dilTolve 
its  Continuity,  and  melt  It  down  to  a  ve~ 
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nereal  Matter.  It  is  therefore  evident,  that 
thefe  thin,  volatile  and  infectious  Particles, 
penetrate  the  Skin,  deftroy  its  Texture,  and 
produce  Ulcers  on  its  Surface. 

7th.  But  let  no  one  think  that  what  is  visi¬ 
ble  in  this  Difeafe  is  that  very  identical 
Poifon,  fince  it  is  only  the  Effects  thereof 
thrown  out  on  the  Surface  of  the  Skin.  For 
as  the  thin,  volatile,  infectious  Particles  at 
firft  infinuate  themfelves  into  this  tunic,  lo 
from  thence  they  are  diffufed  throughout 
the  Body  ;  which  evidently  appears  from 
the  following  Cafe. — Two  Friends  being  at 
the  j Hague,  happened  to  lie  in  the  fame 
Bed,  the  one  clean,  the  other  infedted  by 
the  Lues  ;  he  that  was  found  was  foon 
alarmed  by  fome  malignant  Ulcers  on  that 
Side  which  lay  next  to  his  Bed-fellow  ; 
knowing  himfelf  to  be  free  from  that  Di- 

O 

item  per,  he  went  to  a  Phyfician,  who  after 
Enquiry,  informed  him,  that  he  was  in¬ 
fected  by  the  clofe  Con  cadi  with  a  difeafed 
Body. 

With  the  greateft  Refpedt  to  our  learned 
Author,  and  with  a  due  fen fe  of  his  lupe- 
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rior  Judgment  in  this  Difeafe  above  all 
other  Writers,  yet  I  beg  Leave  to  obferve, 
that  though  indeed  I  have  known  a  few 
Inftances  of  fome  remarkable  Effects  which 
have  happened  from  a  Contact  of  Bodies, 
as  related  above  ;  — —  neverthelefs,  this 
proves  no  more  than  the  Poflibility  of  it : 
For  Experience  daily  fhews  thofe,  who 
have  a  Number  of  venereal  Patients  under 
their  Care,  that  fuch  Cafes  very  feldom 
happen  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  well  known 
that  Perfons  frequently  lying  In  Bed  with 
the  Infedied,  are  not  the  lead  hurt :  Nor 

indeed  can  the  Infedlion  be  fo  communi¬ 
cated,  but  in  the  moll  confirmed  and  de¬ 
plorable  Cafes,  where  the  Skin  is  filled  with 
venereal  Eruptions,  and  thePerfon  fo  infefted 
perfpiring  very  freely  ;  even  then  it  is  chief¬ 
ly  confined  to  Children  and  tender  Bodies. 

Dr.  Aftruc ,  well  known  for  his  Publi¬ 
cations  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  fpeaking 

of  its  Nature,  fays  —  “  It  is  a  Kind  of  Di~ 
{temper  which  cannot  be  fpontaneoufiy  bred 
in  our  Climate  by  any  error  in  Diet,  or 
other  depraved  State  of  the  Non-naturals  f 
but  is  produced  and  perpetuated  here  by  a 

C  2  Sort 
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Sort  of  morbific  Fuel  originally  brought 
from  Abroad,  which  is  of  a  lafting  Nature  } 
or  rather  is  conftantly  renewed. 

f 

t 

/ 

2d.  That  this  morbific  Fuel,  or  Seeds 
of  the  Diftemper  which  is  called  the  vene¬ 
real  Poifon,  though  it  cannot  by  any  Means 
be  generated  in  Our  Climate,  yet  if  it  be 
conveyed  into  the  Blood,  though  in  the 
fmalleft  and  mod  indifcernible  Particles,  it 
does  there  eafily  increafe,  multiply,  and 
gather  Strength. 

3d.  On  the  other  Pland,  that  this  Poi* 
fon  fhall  fometimes  lie  lurking  in  the  Blood 
for  feveral  Years,  without  any  apparent 
Symptoms  ;  and  yet  that  it  fhall  be  pre- 
ferved  there  fo  entire,  as  to  be  capable  of 
exerting  itfelf  when  Occafion  offers,  and 
frequently  with  fo  much  Violence  as  to 
produce  the  mod  fatal  Effects  :  Which  is 
a  Circumftance  that  lome  of  our  Ancetlors 
have  diPovered  in  the  Poifon  flowing  from 
the  Bite  of  a  mad  Dog;  but  of  more  Cer¬ 
tainty  found  to  be  true  of  the  venereal  Poi¬ 
fon  from  abundance  of  Inftances.  Again 
he  lays  j 


“  The 


-  i  v 

‘  ■$?' 

Nature  of  Venereal  Infections .  1 3 

*c  The  Venereal  Diforder  in  Europe  is 
folely  propagated  by  Contagion ;  there  are 
therefore  conveyed  from  the  Difeafed  into 
the  Sound,  certain  Seeds  of  morbific  Matter, 
which  being  introduced  into  a  found  Body, 
in  the  final  left  Quantity  and  by  indifeern- 
ible  Ways,  and  by  Degrees  increafing  in 
Bulk,  Form,  and  Efficacy,  fooner  or  later 
are  able  to  infedf  and  corrupt  the  whole 
Mafs  of  Humours ;  and  thefe  Seeds  of  the 
Difeafe  are  ufually,  and  not  improperly 
named,  the  Venereal  Ferment,  Venom,  or 
Poifqn. 

This  Method  of  Propagation  is  not  pe¬ 
culiar  to  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  but  common 
to  all  other  contagious  Diftempers.  So  the 
Small-Pox  may  be  communicated  by  taking 

a  fmall  Portion  of  corrupted  Matter  out  of 
the  Puftules,  and  inftilling  it  into  an  In- 

cifton  made  in  the  Skin.  The  Plague,  by 
Matter  flowing  out  of  the  Buboes,  and 

dropt  into  a  Wound  made  in  any  Animal* 
The  Itch,  or  Tetters,  by  the  Ichor  dif- 
charged  from  a  difeafed  Skin  and  adhering 
to  a  found  one.  Hydrophobia,  by  the  Ad- 
jmiffion  of  the  Saliva  of  a  mad  Dog  into  the 

Part 
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Part  that  is  bitten.  The  Indifpofition  occa- 
fioned  by  the  Tarantula,  by  the  Humours 
which  that  Spider  conveys  by  its  Bite  into 
the  Skin  ;  as  by  fo  many  Ferments  peculiar 
to  each  Difeafe.  But  as  in  different  Fer¬ 
ments  there  is  a  different  Nature,  whereby 
they  are  enabled  to  bring  on  the  feveral  Dif- 
eafes  they  occafion,  fo  muff  the  venereal 
Venom  have  its  peculiar  Difpofition  $  which 
is  by  fo  much  the  more  noxious,  as  the 
Difeafe  it  produces  is  more  grievous  than 
others,  and  which  therefore  it  the  more 
concerns  us  to  be  acquainted  with,  as  we 
may  thereby  apply  a  more  certain  Remedy 
to  the  Diforders  which  it  caufes. 


C  H  A  P.  III. 


Of  the  Caufe  and  Symptoms . 

HEN  the  pocky  Virus  is  tho¬ 
roughly  fettled  in  the  Parts  it 
fixes  on,  the  pungent  acrid  Salts  infinuate 
themfelves  into  the  little  Dudls  of  the  ner¬ 
vous  Papilla  of  the  Urethra  ;  but  the  Ir¬ 
ritation  of  the  Parts,  the  Fluxion  of  the 

Hu- 
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Humours,  and  the  Corrofivenefs  of  the 
Virus,  melt  down  and  fhake  off  the  f oft 
mucus  Liquid  that  defends  the  Urethra 
from  the  Sharpnefs  of  the  flowing  Urine,  or 
the  Senfation  of  fabulous  Particles  in  their 
Paffage.  Thus  the  venereal  Salts  ftimulat- 
ing  the  nervous  Fibres  of  the  Urethra,  in- 
duce  Fluxion  and  Pain,  which  difpofes  the 
vifcid  Humour  that  defends  the  Paffage  to  be 
abraded  and  wafhed  away,  leaving  the  un¬ 
covered  Parts  free  to  the  Sharpnefs,  which 
accounts  for  the  Heat,  Smarting  in  making 
water,  &c.  &c.  which  is  generally  expe¬ 
rienced  in  this  Difeafe.  From  whence  it 
appears,  that  whatever  is  capable  of  pro¬ 
moting  the  Secretions  of  the  urethral  Glands, 
will  the  fooneft  and  moll  effedtually  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  Relief  of  this  Complaint,  the 
virulent  Salts,  by  thefe  Means,  being  dif- 
engaged  from  “the  Parts  they  adhered  to, 
are  diffolved  and  carried  off  by  the  Urine ; 
and  as  they  were  the  immediate  Caufe  of 
the  Heat  and  Pain  excited  by  that  Fluid., 
upon  their  Removal  thefe  Effedfs  follow  : 
Therefore  Diuretics  mull  be  the  mod:  pro¬ 
per  to  anfwer  this  Intention,  Medicines 
whofe  Power  adt  intirely  on  the  urinary 
l  ,  f  "  '  «  Paf- 
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Paffage.  The  Sentiments  of  the  befl  Au¬ 
thors  agree,  not  only  with  regard  to  the 
Clap  as  a  Difeafe,  but  with  refpedt  to  the 
Running,  confidered  as  a  critical  Difcharge  ; 
for  Difeafes  are  thofe  Forces  and  Helps 
which  Nature  raifes  in  our  Conftitutions  to 
expel  and  drive  out  of  our  Bodies  whatever 
fhould  be  offenfive  and  troublefome.  By 
this  we  fee  when  any  thing  inherent  in  the 
Conftitution  is  troublefome  to  the  Functions 
of  the  Body,  the  Solids  and  Fluids  adf  in 
Concert  to  (hake  it  off ;  and  the  Efforts 
made  on  thefe  Occasions  are  the  immediate 
Caufe  of  all  Difeafes.  Thus  the  venereal 
Poifon  fixing  on  the  Dudts  of  the  urethral 
Glands,  is  the  immediate  Caufe  of  that 
Diforder  called  a  Gonorrhaea,  or  Clap  ;  the 
flimulating,  corrofive  Salts  of  which  Pol¬ 
len,  galling  and  fretting  thofe  and  the  ner¬ 
vous  Parts,  excite  Heat  of  Urine  and  a 
Chordee,  the  almoft  infeparable  Symptoms 
of  this  Difeafe.  But  Nature,  ever  intent 
in  removing  from  her  the  Caufe  of  Pain  and 
Difiurbance,  fends  a  Flux  of  Humours  to 
thofe  Parts  to  difengage  them  from  the 
Acrimony  of  the  Virus,  and  wafh  it  away, 
and  drain  it  off  through  the  Urethra;  and 

there- 
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therefore  the  Running  produced  from  this 
Flux  of  Humours  mud  be  looked  on  as  a 
critical  Difcharge. 


Having  accounted  for  the  Operation  of 
the  venereal  Poifon,  the  Production  of  the 
Running,  and  that  it  is  a  critical  Difcharge* 
it  remains  now  to  prove  that  the  Virus  is 
carried  off  by  the  Running,  We  have  been 
informed  that  the  Caufe  of  that  Running  is 
owing  to  a  Fluxion  of  Humours,  excited  by 
the  Irritation  and  Stimulus  of  the  pocky 
Poifon  ;  this  Glut  of  Juices  relaxing  the  ex¬ 
cretory  Dudls  of  the  urethral  Glands,  gives 
them  a  free  Paffage  tq  the  Virus,  Part  of 
which  they  diffolve  from  Time  to  Time, 

•r  * 

and  carry  off  through  the  Urethra;  artd  this 
continues  fo  long,  till  the  whole  Poifon  is 
either  wafhed  away,  or  a  Stop  put  to 
the  Difcharge  by  fome  Accident.  The 
Contagion  going  off  in  this  Manner,  will 
be  evident  to  every  Perfon  who  makes 
ufe  of  my  Method  of  Cure,  which  a£ts 
chiefly  in  fcowering  and  cleaniing  the  uri¬ 
nary  Paffages,  and  expelling  the  Poifon 
effectually  by  this  Means  5  while  all  other 
Contrivances  I  ever  yet  heard  of,  conduce 

D  cither 
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either  to  dry  up,  repel,  or  drive  the  pocky 
Matter  into  the  Blood. 

The  Infe&ion  communicable  from  one 
Sex  to  the  other,  is  a  Demon  ftration  that 
the  Medium  which  conveys  the  Poifon, 
ferves  as  a  Vehicle  to  difcharge  it ;  and 
Boerhaave  looked  upon  the  Running  as  a 
Security  againft  the  worft  of  Symptoms  5 
which  it  could  not  be,  if  it  did  not  drain  off 
the  venereal  Taint. 

A  Quotation  in  this  Place  from  the  great 
Boerhaave  will  fet  us  in  a  clear  Light,  re- 
fpedling  this  Opinion.  He  fays,  fpeaking 
of  the  pocky  Vims,  ifl*  “  It  is  a  ftimulaj:- 
“  ing  Virulence  which  may  infedt  the  whole 
Ci  Body.  2d.  Neverthelefs,  all  that  is  dif- 
“  charged  in  a  Gonorrhea  is  net  virulent,  but 
“  as  it  were  the  Tears  of  Nature,  to  dilute 
“  andwafh  away  the  malignant  Matter ;  now 
“  th  e  whole  Cure  confifts  always  and  only  in 
€t  the  Imitation  of  Nature,  by  fitting  thofe 
<c  Paffages  for  a  more  ready  Expurgation;  for 
“  this  Complaint  being  a  true  Catarrh,  there 
“  is  no  Neceffity  to  difturb  the  whole  Body 
"  by  the  Exhibition  of  I  know  not  what  Mer¬ 
curials  ; 
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curials  ;  and  I  muft  confefs,  that  I  have 
“  often  reflected  with  Deteftation  on  the'in** 
**  direct  Practice  of  Surgeons  who  thus  trou- 
ble  Nature,  whilft  all  that  is  needful  is  the 
“  Expuihon  of  the  infedting  Matter  from  the 
€<  Part  affedted.  We  may  fee  that  the  fir  ft 
Writers  (for  Inftance,  the  great  Fallopius j 
**  have  openly  faid,  if  you  would  rightly  treat 
**  a  Gonorrhea,  give  place  to  Nature  ;  for 
cc  when  it  flows  freely  there  is  no  Danger  • 
the  whole  Art  coniifts  in  expurging  the  in- 
“  fedted  Matter,  by  procuring  it  a  free  Paf- 

fage  through  the  dilated  Veffels.  Let  us 
“  therefore  follow  Nature  as  did  the  ancient 
Phyficians,  who,  when  they  law  venereal 

.  u  Ulcers  break  out  on  the  Body,  affifted  Na~ 
€£  ture  by  prefcrihing  So  do  rifles ;  which  ne- 
£<  verthelefs  are  of  no  Ufe  in  a  Gonorrhoea. 
e(  Our  Indication  then  is  the  Expurgation  of 
<c  this  Diforder  by  the  Flux  ;  which  is  not 
€*  all  Virus,  but  the  Vehicle  through  which 
it  is  carried  off;  this  fhould  be  done  in  the 
€C  eafieft  Manner  poffi  ble.  If  a  Man  difeharge 
66  an  Ounce  of  this  Matter,  not  a  thoufandth 
€e  Part  of  this  is  wholly  Poifon;  a  veryfmall 
€i  Quantity  of  the  Virus  generally  adheres  to 
it,  and  is  thereby  carried  out  of  the  Body* 

D  2  “  But 
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“  But  how  is  this  Expurgation  to  be  pro** 
cs  meted?  i ft.  Not  by  impelling  the  Poitou 
<c  to  any  other  Part  of  the  Body ;  2d.  Nor 
((  ought  we  to  endeavour  to  promote  a 
<e  greater  Flux  of  Matter  for  its  Expulfion  ; 
ec  3d.  Nor  muft:  we  feek  any  other  Way 
tc  for  its  Difcharge.  4th.  Our  Bufinefs  is 
<c  to  procure  a  lufficient  Quantity  of  thick 
<c  Matter,  for  then  the  Cure  is  eafy  :  5th. 
t£  Nor  are  we  to  admit  a  Thought  of  di- 
“  miniftiing  it,  till  that  is  clearly  indicated 
£C  by  the  Appearances.  6th.  It  ought  to 
“  flow  freely,  and  not  return  again  to  the 
“  Place  from  whence  it  iflued ;  to  this  we 
cc  fhould  be  very  attentive,  left:  it  fhould 
‘c  recede  through  the  Membrane  of  the 
“  Urethra  into  the  cellular  Subftance.  Fur- 
ther,  we  ihould  be  careful  left  the  Matter 
“  be  retained.  When  we  are  found,  fcarce 
ei  ten  Drops  a  Day  is  fecreted  ;  but  when 
££  the  Lacunae  are  excited  by  a  virulent  Sti- 
<c  mulus,  two  Ounces  may  be  difeharged 
«e  in  a  Day.  If  this  matter  is  retained,  it 
««  becomes  acrid,  the  Infection  multiplied, 
and  the  Difcharge  increafed.  It  muft: 
therefore  be  difeharged;  in  this  the  whole 

££  Cure  confifts. — Is  any  Phyfician  capable 
m  of  attracting  this  Virulence  from  the 

Emif? 
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Emiflaries  of  the  Lacuna,  without  this 
Matter  furnifhed  by  Nature ;  it  is  cer- 
tainly  not  to  be  accomplifhed  by  any  In- 
“  jedion  yet  known  j  for  thereby,  it  is  ra- 
ther  repelled  ;  Nature  alone  can  effect  it 
by  affording  a  competent  Quantity  of 
<c  Matter,  which  proceeding  from  within* 
dilutes  and  w  a  flies  away  the  poifonous 
*-fi  Stimulus, 

?<r  1  ft.  We  ought  to  be  apprized  how 
very  fmall  the  Quantity  of  this  fuhtle 
Poifon  is,  that  fo  ftrongly  contaminates  - 
when  fir  ft  received,  and  that  produces 
*f  fuch  bad  Effects  j  for  the  fmalleft  PartL 
^  cle,  or  Atom,  infinuating  itfelf  into  the 

€£  Urethra,  generates  this  Difeafe* 

-  .  _  \  • 

*c  2d.  We  fhould  alio  coniider  what  is 
the  mucous  Matter  generated  by  the 
glandular  Fabric  of  the  Lacunas.  That  it 
“  is  a  Vehicle,  afforded  by  Nature  for  the 
pifcharge  of  this  adhaefive  Poifon  ;  for  as 
foon  as  this  is  effected,  it  returns  to  its 
“  natural  State  and  Quantity  ;  nor  can  a 
€i  Gonorrhea  be  cured  till  that  is  com- 
KC  pleated.  If  ftopped  by  Aftringents,  the 
p  Matter  is  retained,  the  Pae'nis  feels  heavy 

p  and 
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iC  and  uneafy,  Ulcers  arile  and  the  Diforder 
€i  is  increafed.  Whatever,  therefore,  is  pro- 
€(  pofed  from  Exficcation,  is  of  no  valuable 
tf<  Confequence  *  for  if  the  lead:  Particle  of 
the  Difeafe  is  retained.  Matter  will  ftill 
cs  continue  to  flow ;  as  I  have  learned  from 
€t  many  Experiments. 

“  3d.  We  are  alfo  to  confider,  that  by 
<e  how  much  more  the  Virulence  abounds 
“  above  the  Vehicle  ;  by  fo  much  more 
fevere  every  Symptom  will  appear,  both 
“  in  the  Patient  and  in  the  ejected  Matter  ; 
“  for  when  the  Difcharge  is  very  yellow, 
<c  green,  or  bloody,  the  Virulence  is  great  ; 
“  but  when  it  is  white  (though  in  large 
“  Quantity)  without  Pain,  itching,  or  Heat 
“  of  Urine,  the  Malignancy  is  lefs,  and 
€€  fooner  cured.  It  is  worthy  our  Obfer- 
vation,  that  Men  who  have  been  fre* 
Cc  quently  difeafed,  are  cured  with  greater 
“  Difficulty  ;  for  in  them  this  Difcharge 
cc  hardly  ever  ceafes,  although  it  is  not  yeU 
cc  low,  becaufe  the  dilated  Orifices  of  the 
Lacunae  are  affedted  by  a  kind  of  habitual 
<c  paralytical  Diathefis,  by  which  a  Cure 
((  becomes  very  Obftinate.” 

CHAP* 
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C  H  A  P.  IV.  '  ' 

j The  Methods  of  Cure  confdered. 

IN  fpeaking  of  the  Methods  of  Cure  in 
common  Ufe,  I  fliall  firft  mention  that 
of  bleeding,  which  by  fame  Practitioners  is 
thought  to  abate  the  Inflammation,  &c. 
This  I  boldly  affirm  to  be  a  pernicious  Me¬ 
thod,  being  an  Evacuation  directly  op- 
pofite  to  the  Intentions  of  Nature,  and 
if  often  repeated,  is  the  mod  likely  Means 
to  pox  the  Patient  that  can  be  thought  of, 

particularly  if  affiited  with  ftrong  mercurial 

'  / 

Purges. 

The  celebrated  Handleys  Words  will 
convey  my  Opinion  to  the  Reader  ;  “  As 

to  bleeding  in  this  Diftemper,  although 
once  allowed  of  by  fome  Phyficians,  I  hope 
I  may  have  the  liberty  of  other  Authors,  to 
diflent  from  a  Cuftom  which  I  do  not  think 
good,  without  incurring  the  cenfure  of  He¬ 
terodoxy  in  Practice.  It  is  not  always  run¬ 
ning  with  the  Crowd  that  indicates  a  Man’s 
being  in  the  right,  nor  his  being  alone  in 

anv 
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any  Hypothefis,  that  proves  him  in  the 

wrong/7 

The  famous  Bfagny,  Surgeon  in  ordinary 
to  the  French  King,  in  his  Obfervations 
on  this  Difeafe,  fays.  Sett.  II.  Chap.  II. 

Some  Practitioners,  whofe  Method  we 
mu  ft  by  no  means  follow,  ever  begin  the 
Cure  with  bleeding  in  the  Arm,  by  which 
Means  the  venereal  Matter  will  be  attracted 
or  driven  more  inwardly  into  the  Body,  and 
therefore  you  tnuft  by  confequence  fufpedt  it 
as  dangerous.  Others  bleed  boldly  in  the 
Foot,  which  alfo  has  the  lame  Bffedt,  or 
Precipitates  the  Matter  by  Deduction  into 
the  Tefticles;  for  which  Reafons,  you  ought 
to  abftain  from  bleeding  in  either  Part,  &c. 

Dr.  Cockburn  has  thefe  Words  on  bleed¬ 
ing  :  “  The  Error  in  bleeding  to  abate  the 

Inflammation  has  been  very  unhappy  ;  for 

/  1 

that  Practice  has  not  only  failed  the  Phyfi- 
eians,  but  it  has  fometimes  brought  in  the 
Pox,  as  fome,  of  themfelves,  have  confefted. 
More  of  thefe  Miftakes  are  often  hid  from 
them,  and  more  luckily  from  their  Patients/' 
Again  he  fays, 

C£  Befides, 
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c<  Belides,  fome  Phy  lie  Ians  have  found 
that  the  Pox  has  often  enfued  after  bleed¬ 
ing.  The  Reaion  of  this  Obfervation  may 
be  made  appear  from  the  DoCtrine  of  Revul- 
lion  by  bleeding,  anciently  acknowledged, 
and  excellently  well  accounted  for  by  the 
great  DoCtrine  of  the  Circulation  of  the 
Blood/’ 

"Joannes  BenediBus ,  a  German ,  who  wrote 
on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  Anno  1550,  fays 
blood-letting  was  dangerous. 

Joannes  Pafc  balls,  a  Swede ,  Anno  1  594* 
gives  his  Opinion  that  bleeding  was  bad, 
and  mud  not  be  ventured  on. 

# 

Leonardus  Bot alius,  of  Ejle,  Anno  1565, 
condemns  bleeding. 

Canadians  Gi limns,  Anno  1497,  ^aYs 
has  known  many  in  this  Difeafe  who  have 
been  much  the  worfe  for  bleeding. 

I  come  next  to  coniider  the  Effects  of 
ftrong  Purges  for  the  Cure  of  venereal  In¬ 
fections,  which  I  do  boldly  affirm  to  be 
Male-praftice.  Long  Experience  in  an  al- 
moft  incredible  Number  of  Cafes  has  tho¬ 
roughly  proved  to  me  that  purging  in  a  Clap 

E  is 
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is  no  more  a  certain  Remedy  than  Saliva¬ 
tion  alone  is  in  a  Pox;  that  both  are  deftruo 
live  to  the  human  Conftitution,  and  that  a 

compleat  Cure  tnay  be  had  for  each  Ailment 
without  recCurfe  to  the  one  or  the  other  > 

if  we  enquire  into  the  Nature  of  Purges, 
and  the  Manner  of  their  Operation,  we 
fhall  find  that  all  Cathartics  of  the  vegetable 
Kind,  are  hot,  acrid  and  pungent  ;  thofe 
of  the  mineral,  {harp  and  corrofive  ;  that 
both  a  (St  by  a  Stimulus  irritating  the  Fibres 
of  the  Inteftines,  and  excites  them  to  dis¬ 
charge  their  Contents ;  and  unlefs  the  Purge 
is  very  ftrong,  it  runs  off  in  thofe  Evacua¬ 
tions,  and  the  jumble  ceafes  ;  but  if  it  lays 
fir  ft  hold  of  the  inteftinal  Glands,  and  cor¬ 
rodes  their  Dufls,  Juices  are  turned  off  that 
ihould  fup ply  other  Secretions,  which  will 
certainly  embarrafs  the  animal  Oeconomy  • 
for  the  Increafe  of  one  Evacuation  is  the 
Diminution  of  another,  and  a  Deficiency  of 
Humours  in  any  particular  Part  muft  be 
injurious ;  and  this  is  fo  confpicuous,  that 
if  any  clap’d  Man  will  but  give  himfelf  the 
Trouble  to  obferve,  he  will  find  that  the 
Day  he  takes  Phyfic,  the  Heat  of  Urine 
and  Cliordee  will  be  much  increafed  ;  for 

'  -  Purging 
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Purging  leffening  the  Quantity  of  Urine, 
hinders  the  venereal  Salts  from  being  walh’d 
off  and  diiTolved  fo  plentifully  as  they  would, 
which  makes  their  Combinations  flrcnger, 
and  gives  them  more  Power  to  be  trouble- 
fome.  I  have  feen  many  Inftances  where  a 


mild  Clap  has  been  treated  with  violent 
Purgatives,  and  the  Symptoms  have  abated, 
confequendy  the'  Patient  deemed  well ;  but 
after  a  few  Months,  a  Shanker  or  Bubo 
appeared,  which  are  the  lure  Marks  of  a 
confirmed  Pox.  This  is  the  grand  Ob- 
jedtion  I  have  to  Cathartics,  as  they  cer¬ 
tainly  drive  the  Humours  toward  the  Cen¬ 
tre,  and  confequently  caufe  an  Abforption 
of  the  venereal  Poifon  into  the  Blood  ;  for 
if  we  allow  the  Matter  in  a  Clap  to  he  im¬ 
pregnated  with  the  Virus  (as  that  is  beyond 
all  Doubt)  is  it  not  a  prepofkrous  thing  to 
purge  ?  Since  Purging  apparently  .abates  the 
Running,  and  diverts  it  from  the  Channel 
where  it  would  go  off  with  Safety,  to  Places 
ever  attended  with  Danger.  Dr.  Boerhaave 
orders  great  Moderation  to  be  obferved  in 
the  giving  Cathartics  ;  as  he  obferves  the 
Body  (when  too  much  purged)  is  deprived 
of  its  Nourifhment,  the  Vcffels  are  too 
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much  dilated  and  dibilitated;  and  if  this 
Evacuation  is  continued  to  Excefs,  all  the 
Humours  df  the  Body  may  be  difeharged. 
Xhat  purging  and  mercurial  Difcharges  have 
a  Power  to  divert  the  Virulency  from  a 
Place  where  it  fixes  on  (is  well  known  to 

v 

every  Phyfician  and  Surgeon)  and  feduce  it 
into  the  Blood  ;  therefore  is  it  not  reafona- 
ble  to  believe,  that  thofe  Remedies  will 
have  the  fame  Effedt  when  given  in  a  Clap, 
and  drive  the  Contagion  into  the  Habit  ? 
for  the  Laws  of  Nature  are  inviolable  with 
regard  to  the  Operation  of  Medicines,  which 
anfwer  their  Ends  conftantly  by  the  Effedls, 
let  the  Intention  of  the  Prefcriber  be  what 
it  will :  But  admitting  the  Infection  may  be 
carried  oft  in  Evacuations  by  Stool,  has  not 
the  Virus  infinitely  more  Chances  to  vitiate 
the  Juices  this  way,  and  make  the  Cure 
much  more  tedious,  than  if  at  Liberty  to 
pafs  through  the  Urethra,  the  Channel  ap¬ 
pointed  by  Nature  for  its  Expulfion  ?  More¬ 
over,  I  don’t  know  any  thing  more  deftruc- 
live  to  the  Conftitution  than  Purging,  par¬ 
ticularly  as  it  is  ufually  infifted  on  in  the 
Cure  of  a  Clap. —It  caufes  Sicknefs,  hurts 
the  Stomach,  impairs  the  Strength,  lays  the 

Founr 
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Foundation  for  Gleets  and  feminal  Weak- 
nefs,  fteals  the  Juices  off  in  colliquative 
Fluxes,  efpecially  in  delicate  and  hedlic  Ha¬ 
bits,  and  induces  a  Lentor  into  the  Blood 
of  the  moft  robuft  and  beft  Conftitutions, 
which  difpofes  them  to  Fevers  and  many 
other  Diforders  :  I  can  with  Truth  affert, 
that  I  have  known  thefe,  and  many  other 
Mifchiefs,  arife  from  Purging,  and  am  cer¬ 
tain  that  Numbers  have  been  undone  by  it. 
But  the  Opinions  of  feveral  eminent  Writers 
will  have  much  more  Authority  to  depre¬ 
ciate  their  Reputation  in  the  World  than 
any  thing  I  can  fay  to  their  Prejucice,  if  I 
can  fhew  from  them  that  they  condemn 
their  Ufe. 

“  As  old  an  Author  as  CreliUs  Aurelianus 
finds  fault  with  Purges,  by  obferving  they 
£<  hurt  the  Stomach,  and  deftroy  the  ner- 
se  vous  Syftem  ;  that  they  are  of  poifonous 
“  Qualities,  and  wade  and  confume  thp 
66  Conftitution. 

“  Reverius  takes  Notice,  that  in  Purging, 
the  Patient  fhould  be  ftout  and  robuft, 
cs  at  leaft  of  middling  Strength  ;  for  the 
“weak  and  lax  Habits  eafiiy  melt  away. 

‘‘  The 
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The  great  Boerhaave  fays,  “  I  never  re- 
colled,  without  the  greateft  Anxiety,  the 
“  fatal  Trials  I  have  made  of  Cathartics, 
<c  and  the  Number  of  Patients  I  loft  in  my 
cc  fir  ft  Practice  by  thofe  Methods’’. 

That  excellent  practical  Fhyfician,  Dr. 
Thomas  Sydenham ,  obferves,  that  “  purging 

cc  Medicines  have  fomething  poifonous  in 
“  their  Nature.” 

Mr. James  Handley  >  Surgeon,  well  known 
for  his  valuable  Works,  fays,  “  Strong 
“  Purging  in  this  Malady  (as  is  now  the 
“  common  Method)  is  certainly  male-prac- 
(t  tice,  fuch  Purges  not  being  capable  either 
cf  to  eradicate  the  Infedion,  or  to  abate  its 
Virulency,  becaufe  the  Venom  lies  quite 
“  out  of  the  Way  of  fuch  Operations,  and 
inftead  of  Help,  does  Mifchief,  by  weak- 
ening  the  Solids,”  &c. 

The  Opinion  of  Dr.  Daniel  Turner ,  of 
the  College  of  Phyficians  in  London ,  re- 
fpeding  purging  Remedies. 

“  I  can  by  no  Means  allow  of  that  con- 

tinued  ftrong  Purgation  fo  cuftomarily 

*  . _  _ s 

ufed  with  a  Defign  of  fee u ring  their  Pa- 
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tients  from'  the  ill  Confequences  of  the 
e<  Infedlion,  or  changing  the  fir  ft  into  the 
“  fecond,  which  I  am  fatisfied  has  brought 
“  on  many  obdinate  Gleets,  much  harder 
to  cure  than  the  Pox  itfelfT 

/ 

He  has  aifo  recommended  the  Words  of 
Dr.  Shiinfey,  as  well  worth  the  Remem¬ 
brance  of  every  Practitioner;  viz.  That 
€C  the  common  Practice  by  violent  Purga- 
“  tions,  as  well  as  Mercurials,  are  mif* 
chievous,  in  fo  much  as  under  a  Pretence 
“  of  eradicating  Malignities,  they  fo  weak- 
“  en  the  Parts,  that  it  becomes  difficult  to 
redore  them  to  their  proper  tone  again.” 

Dr.  Cockburn  fays,  fC  The  effential  Qua- 
lity  of  purging  Medicines  by  which  they 
**  are  didinguifhed  from  all  other,  is  their 
dimulating  Power,  with  which  fome  of 
them  are  induced  to  a  very  great  and  on- 
determined  Degree.  Now  if  any  of  thefe 
“  Medicines  (the  more  dimidiating  efpe- 
s(  dally)  are  adminidered  in  the  Cure  of  a 
Gonorrhea,  they  often  produce  an  In- 
flammation  in  fome  Part ;  and  even  mo- 
es  derate  purgative  Medicines,  or  fuch  as 

u  have 
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ic  have  a  Stimulus  to  a  moderate  Degree* 
“  being  given  when  the  Parts  are  already 
“  inflamed  :  In  either  of  thefe  Cafes,  the 
i€  inflamed  Parts  become  thicker,  and  their 
“  liquor  pafs  through  them  more  flowly, 
u  and  thus  occafion  a  Swelling  of  the  Te- 
“  flicles,  the  Urethra  being  inflamed  by 
Cc  purging  Medicines  ;  or  when  the  Urethra 
is  already  inflamed  by  the  Corruption  of 
“  the  Gonorrhea  ;  becaufe  if  either  the  U- 
rethra  itfelf  is  thicker,  or  the  Coats  of  the 
tc  Lacunae  are  flraighter,  in  that  cafe  the 
Orifices  of  thefe  Duels  become  flraighter, 
“  and  the  free  Difcharge  of  their  Liquor  is 
impeded  $  and  therefore  the  Liquor  it- 
€i  felf  being  pent  up  in  its  Dads,  fwells 
“  them  j  they  comprefiing  the  next  Lacu- 
“  nee,  interrupt  the  Liquor  in  them,  and  fo 
“  on  by  the  Vafa  Deferentia,  which  are 
*c  fwelled  to  the  Teflicle  itfelf  and  likewife 
fwell  the  Blood- vefiels,  and  other  Veflels 
“  that  are  commonly  found  in  the  Teflicles. 
<c  Now  as  this  is  what  is  only  neceffary  to 
<e  produce  a  Swelling  in  die  Teflicles,  it  is 
ce  now  manifefl  how  purging  Medicines 
ic  produce  the  Swelling,  as  alfo  which  of  all 
u  that  Tribe  mod  readily  produce  that  Ef- 
*c  fed:. 

/ 
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Lauraniius  Phrjfus,  of  Metz,  who  wrote 
in  the  Year  1 532,— Advifes  (by  all  Means) 
very  gentle  Purging, 

Gulielmus  Rondeletrus,  of  Montpelier,  who 
wrote  Anno  i  5 60. —Orders  the  mod  gentle 
Purges. 

Dionyfus  Fontdnonus ,  of  Montpelier ,  who 
Wrote  on  this  Dileafe  in  the  Year  1 540.— 
Recommends  the  mod  gentle  Remedies, 
and  condemns  ftrong  Purging,  * 


C  PI  A  P*  *V. 

The  F feels  of  Mercury  confdered . 

I  Come  now  to  confider  the  Effects  of 
Mercury  on  the  Conftitution,  which 
every  judicious  and  honeft  Man  craft  ad¬ 
mit  has  for  Years  paid  been  the  greateft 
Bane  to  Mankind  of  any  one  Medicine  in 
the  whole  Materia-Medica*— Never thelefs, 
I  would’  not  have  it  imagined  that  I  mean 
to  expunge  it  out  of  Practice  ;  far  be  it 
from  me  ,  on  the  other  hand,  I  am  fenfible 
it  is  a  noble  Medicine,  and  will  do  more 
than  is  in  the  Power  of  any  other  5  but,  as 
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too  often  it  is  the  Cafe,  that  the  greateft 
Helps  prove  the  greateft  Mifchiefs  through 
Miimanagcment  3  fo  it  is  with  Mercury  : 
For  I  aver,  that  indifcriminately  given,  as 
that  Medicine  now  is,  it  is  of  much.worfe 
Confequence  than  the  Difeafe  itfelf.  The 
ancient  Phyficians  never  gave  it  but  with 
the  greateft  Caution,  and  then  it  was  in  old 
and  confirmed  Cafes,  and  where  all  other 
Means  had  failed  ;  and  indeed  there  were 
feme  that  never  defended  on  it  for  an  ab- 

i 

folute  Cure.  In  fhort,  whatever  is  the  Ufe 
ofdt  in  a  confirmed  Pox,  it  certainly  ought: 
never  to  be  given  in  a  Clap  ;  and  this  is 
acknowledged  by  all  Phyficians  and  Sur¬ 
geons  tli£t  have  taken  Pains  to  be  thorough¬ 
ly  acquainted  with  this  Diforder  ;  yet, 
ftrange  as  it  muft  feem.  Mercury  alone  is 
given  the  Patients  nine  times  out  of  ten  ^ 
and  becaufe  it  is  the  modern  Cuftom,  there¬ 
fore  looked  on  as  the  Sheet  Anchor  in  the 
rnoft  violent  Complaints.  And  what  is 
ftill  more  ftrange,  is  the  too  often  flying  to 
that  Medicine,  to  remedy  the  very  Evil  it 
.has  juft  brought  on,  as  I  have  too  often  feen 
in  Cafes  where  violent  Inflammations  have 

feized 
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feized  the  Part  with  Chordees,  &c.  occa- 
fjoned  by  giving  Quantities  of  Mercury. 

I  hope  the  Sentiments  of  the  following 
Authors,  both  ancient  and  modern,  will  at 
lead  prove  I  am  not  alone  in  this  Opinion . 

JDe  Blegny  is  of  Opinion  the  Difeafe  may 
be  cured  by  eafy  Means  without  Mercury, 
But  fee  his  own  Words ; 

<c  This  difeafe  may  be  taken  off  by  pure 
Nature,  and  cured  by  very  fiaiple  and  eafy 
Means,  without  obliging  the  Patients,  to  a 
clofe  Confinement  and  nice  Regimen.  But 
fome  ignorant,  cunning  and  ambitions  Men, 
are  far  from  granting  that  it  can  be  cured 
by  the  mere  Efforts  of  Nature  $  neither  will 
they  acknowledge  that  fome  times  it  may  be 
very  eafily  cured  by  Art  :  For  fome  Phy- 
ficians  are  imirely  devoted  to  common  Ex¬ 
perience  and  their  own  Practice,  and  Chi- 
rurgeons  have  fuch  a  Regard  to  their  own 
Reputation,  that  they  never  dare  to  pro- 
pofe  other  Means  of  Cure  than  fuc.li  as  are 
ufual,  left  they  be  damned  by  others  who 
know’  not  their  Effefts  and  Virtue.  In  one 
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Word,  both  confult  their  private  Interefl:  io 
much,  that  they  will  not  prefcribe  a  Re¬ 
medy,  though  never  fo  cheap,  which  doth 
not  cure  but  after  a  ccnfiderable  Time,  long 
Confinement,  and  a  drift  Regimen,  Thefe 
are  the  Men  who  affine  their  Patients,  that 
they  cannot  be  cured  but  by  Mercury, 
though  their  didemper  be  the  very  fame 
whereof  I  now  treat  ;  and  thus  the  fick 
Perfon  mud  be  unneceffarily  fluxed. 

"Jacobus  Cataneus  of  Genoa ,  who  wrote 
in  the  Year  1516,  obferves,  that  Diofcorides 
fays.  Mercury  kills  by  its  Weight,  often 
hurfting  the  Inteftines. 

Pliny  too  calls  it  a  Foifon;  it  is  alfo  con¬ 
demned  by  many  ancient  Authors,  becaufe  it 
hurts  the  Nerves  and  Joints,  producing  Pal- 
fies  and  Tremdurs. 

Nicolaus  Poll9  Anno  1536)  gives  us  an 
Account  of  three  thoufand  Spaniards  being 
cured  without  Mercury. 

Petrus  Andrcus  Matthiohisy  of  Sienna 9 
who  wrote  in  the  Year  1536  ;  orders  great 
Care  in  the  Ufe  of  Mercury. 
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Ulrichus  de  Button,  a  German,  who 
wrote  in  the  Year  1519,  fpeaking  of  him- 
felf,  fays,  for  my  own  Part,  I  ftruggled 
with  the  Venereal  Difeafe  for  nine  whole 
Years,  in  which  Time  I  underwent  eleven 
Salivations  without  Succefs,  but  was  after¬ 
wards  cured  by  other  Methods.  This  old 
Author  is  ftrongly  recommended  by  l}r, 
Boerhaave. 

Wendelinus  hoc  de  Brackenaw,  Anno  1514, 
orders  the  greateft  Caution  in  the  Uie  of 
Mercury. 

"Joannes  Baptifta  Mont  anus,  of  Verona 9 
who  wrote  his  Difcourfe*  on  the  Venerea! 
Difeafe  in  the  Year  1550  ;  an  Author  in 
great  Efteem  among  the  Antiems :  his 
Words  are,  fpeaking  of  Mercury,  <s  As 
for  Mercury,  it  indeed  repreffes  the  Dif¬ 
eafe,  but  it  returns  after  with  greater  Vio¬ 
lence  than  ever  ;  though  fometimes  it  will 
lie  fmothered  for  feveral  Months,  nay  fcf: 
four,  or  even  fix  Years.  Befides,  Mercury 

1 

always  cfifecls  the  principal  Parts  ;  it  occa¬ 
sions  Palfies,  Tremours  and  Stupors  j  and 
I  knew  one  who  upon  its  Ufe  became  Epi¬ 
leptic.  Befides,  Mercury  fo  fpoils  the  Com- 

plexion^ 
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plexion,  that  the  Skin  never  afterwards  re¬ 
covers  its  former  Colour. 

•  Profperous  Borgaruthf  of  Padua ,  Anno 
1566,  fpeaking  of  the  ill  Effects  of  Mer¬ 
cury,  fays ;  tl  By  the  immoderate  Ufe  of 
Mercury,  the  Organs  of  Generation  are  fo 
affedted,  that  the  Patient  often  lofes  his 
prolific  Faculty  :  This  I  have  known  hap¬ 
pen  to  infinite  Numbers  cf  both  Sexes. 

f Cannes  Feme  Hus ,  of  Amiens ,  in  the 
Year  1555,  wrote  his  Difcourfe  on  this 
Diforder,  where  he  obferves  that  Mercury 
has  very  bad  Effe.dts  on  the  Nerves  and 
Joints. 

Benedict  us  Vidtorius ,  of  Faenza,  Anno 
1551,  tells  us  to  take  great  Care  in  the 
Ufe  of  Mercury, 

Antoninus  F rac antianus ,  of  Vicentia ,  Ann* 
2564,  orders  the  greateft  Caution  in  the 
Ufe  of  Mercury. 

Dr.  Harvey ,  among  the  Caufes  of  tho 
Scurvy,  reckons  the  taking  mercurial  Pre¬ 
parations,  or  uftng  them  externally. 


Dr. 
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Dr.  Huxham  fays,  “  Along  or  large  life 
©f  Mercury  will  turn  the  whole  Mafe  of 
Blood  into  a  mere  watery  Colluvies.” 

Mr.  Abraham  Gordon ,  Surgeon-Major  to 
the  third  Regiment  of  Foot,  in  his  Letter 
to  the  Phyficians  of  London*- relative  to  a 
Preparation  of  Mercury,  fays,  ££  Before  I 
conclude,’  I  muft  obferve,  that  neither  I, 
nor  any  of  the  ■  regimental  Surgeons  who 
rife  the  Medicine  at  the  fame  Time  with 
me,  have  ever  confidered  it  as  a  proper 
Cure  for  a  Gonorrhea  Virulenta  ;  always 
nnderftanding  by  the  Term  Lues  Venerea , 
a  confirmed  Pox  ;  without  comprehending 
the  virulent  Running,  which,  if  not  at¬ 
tended  with  other  Symptoms,  is  cured  with¬ 
out  any  Mercury  at  all,” 

Boerhaave ,  after  recommending  the  mol! 

gentle  Methods,  fays,  c<  Away  then  with 

Mercurials  and  ftrong  Lixiviums  ;  for  by 

their  Ufe  I  have  feen  twenty  Inftanccs 

«# 

where  a  good  Gonorrhea  has  terminated  in 
the  word  Inflammation  and  Priapifm  in  the 
Space  of  twenty-four  Hours/' 


And 


40  Effects  of  x  Mercury . 

And  again  he  fays  (fpeaking  of  giving 
fome  gentle  Purgatives)  <£  1  do  not  men¬ 
tion  Mercury,-  becaufe  I  never  permit  that 
Medicine  to  enter  into  the  Body,  unlefs  the 
Cure  does  not  yield  to  other  Remedies  ; 
iff.  Becaufe  it  has  fomething  fo  incorri¬ 
gible,  that  it  almoft  always  leaves  fome  fad 
Remains  of  itfelf  in  our  Fibres,  where  our 
greateft  Vigour  lies ;  and*  thus  brings  on 
untimely  old  Age  ;  and  as  the  mildeft  Me¬ 
dicines  ought  always  to  be  exhibited  where 

the  Difeafe  is  light,  fo  Mercurials  fliould 

•  « 

not  be  prefcribed  in  a  Gonorrhea. 

i  V  ~  1 

Aftruch  Opinion  of  Mercury . 

/ 

Says,  Mercurial  Preparations  by  the 
Acid  Spicula,  wherewith  they  are  fluck 
round,  twitch  and  vellicate  the  Parts  of  the 
Stomach,  and  thereby  injure  and  weaken 
it.  For  which  Reafon,  fuch  Perfons  as 
have  been  long  accuftomed  to  the  Ufe  of 
Internal  Mercurial  Medicines,  are  general¬ 
ly  fubjedl  to  Diforders  in  their  Stomachs. 

u  Becaufe  from  the  Dofe  that  is  given, 
mo  Particles  of  Mercurial  Medicines  in¬ 
wardly, 
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wardly  taken,  mult  be  thrown  into  the  Blood 
through  the  Mouths  of  the  Ladteal  YeiTels, 
in  a  very  fmajl  Quantity.  As  therefore  it 
from  hence  appears,  that  the  Stomach, 
Lungs,  and  other  Vjfcera,  may  he  injured 
by  Mercurial  Preparations,  inwardly  taken, 
and  that  their  Uie  is  never  absolutely  fafe  : 
So  neither  are  they  ever  able  perfectly  to 
correct  the  Blood,  nor  expell  the  Poifon, 
when  deeply  rooted,  nor  confequently  Cure 
an  inveterate  Cafe  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 


CHAP,  VI. 

11  THEREIN  the  ill  Confequences  of 
\  V  Injections  and  Aftringent  Medi¬ 
cines  are  confidered,  and  endeavoured  to  be 
reafonably  accounted  for. 

The  ill  Confe queries  of  InjeCiions,  T c .  conferred, 

I  havefeen  the  moil  unhappy  Confequences 
attend  the  Practice  by  Injections.  The  Go- 
norrh^a  indeed  is  thereby  fcon  fupprefledj 
but  that  is  only  done  by  inducing  an  CEfchar 
on  the  Orifice  of  the  Lacuna;  ;  whence  the 
Flux  of  that  Matter  is  impeded,  which  is 

G  the 


42  tfhe  ill  Confequence  of  Injections . 
the  Vehicle  for  dilcharging  the  Venereal 
Virus.  Under  thefe  Crudaceous  Efchars, 
Ulcers  are  generated.  I  have  frequently  ob- 
ferved,  that  all  thofe  that  are  Adringent, 
Corrofive,  cr  Confuming,  are  equally  Per¬ 
nicious  here,  as  fatal  Experience  has  often 
taught:  for  the  fame  Reafon,  Corroborants 
mud  be  avoided,  becaufe  thereby  the  Ori¬ 
fices  are  diminifhed  from  a  Condritdion 
of  their  Fibres  ;  on  this  Account  Alum  is 
to  be  rejected  ;  the  L:i(l  or  Saceh  Saturni 
dilfolved  in  Water  (by  way  of  Injedlion) 
conditutes  almod  every  Arcanum,  and  are 
in  general  Ufe  :  Vitriolum  Martis,  and  Vi- 
triolum  Cupri,  are  however  the  Principal. 
To  them  we  may  add  Mineral  Chalybeats, 
called  Acidula?,  of  which  the  German  Spa, 
and  Tornnelet,  are  the  mod  famous;  in 
thefe  the  Vitriol  of  Iron  abounds  ;  others 
make  Tinctures  by  infufing  Balfam  Capivi, 
Balfam  Peru,  Myrrh,  Madic  Olibanum, 
with  Saffron,  &c .  in  Spirits  of  Wine:  With 
this,  diluted,  they  wafh  the  affedled  Parts, 
by  which  the  Flux  is  diminifhed,  but  the 
Diforder  increafed,  for  which  caufe,  Boer- 
baave  fays ,  fpeaking  of  Injections  and  Adrin- 
gent  Medicines  “  Thefe  things  were  rejected 
i<f  by  the  ancient  Phyficians,  to  whom  they 

were 
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**  were  as  well  known,  as  they  are  to  the" 
ii  Moderns.  Many  ufe  Decoftions  made  of 
“  the  mod  Aftringent  Materials,  as  Cinque 
“  Foil,  Tormentil  Root,  (harp  pointed 
*£  Dock,  and  Rhubarb  itfelf,  (which  being 
“  mixed  with  Honey  of  Rofes  is  ufed  in  In- 
€<  jeftions)  but  as  they  are  mixed  with  a 
€(  large  Quantity  of  Honey  and  Water, 
“  relax  more  than  Aftringe ;  allthefe  Things 
I  rejeft. 

\ 

“  Wo  have  before  remarked,  what  was 
obfervedby  fome  of  the  antient  Writers, 
et  that  Perfons  in  the  Pox,  on  whom  a  Go- 
“  norrhasa  broke  out,  were  thereby  cured  of 
the  Lues.  This  new  Appearance,  they 
“  did  not  at  firft  know  how  to  cure,  as  we 
6i  are  told  by  Antonius  Jtrqfavolusy  who 
alfo  calls  the  Gonorrhea,  a  Lues  Venerea  ; 
€<  and  Alexander  Petronius ,  a  mod  fkilful 
*c  and  eminent  Italian  Phyfician,  fays,  that 
“  a  Gonorrhoea  let  alone,  cures  itfelf,  if 
c<  not  interrupted  by  contrary  Medicines  ; 
ss  efpecially  when  unaccompanied  by  the 
“  Appearances  which  indicate  great  Malig- 
*s  nancy,  as  yellow  or  brown  Matter,  Pain, 
*c  Heat,  &c.  from  all  which  it  is  evident 
**  that  Adringents  aft  in  a  Manner  direftly 

G  2  op*^ 


“  oppoiite  to  the  Deilga  of  Nature,  I 
u  would  now  afk,  how  any  one  dares  pre- 
“  fume  (after  Nature  has  produced  this  Sa~ 
“  lutary  Difclrarge,  in  order  to  prevent  its 
“  accefs  into  the  Body)  to  fupprefs  it,  fcy 
“  conftringing  the  Pali  ages  through  which 
“  it  flows  ?;>  Dr.  Arjlruc  alfo  rejects  the 
Pradlice  by  Injections. 

Dr.  Cockburn’r  Opinion,  [peaking  of  Afirin- 

gent  Medicines . 

“  It  is  manifeft  that  the  corrupted  Run? 
rung  receiving  a  Check,  from  Aflringent 
Medicines,  will  flow  into  the  Blood,  poi- 
fon  it,  and  produce  the  Lues,  with  Symp¬ 
toms  of  different  Degrees  of  Malignity,  as 
the  Stoppage  is  early,  total,  or  in  Parti 
and  the  Difference  of  a  Partial  and  Total 
Stoppage  is  fo  confiderable,  that  Misfor¬ 
tunes  of  the  firfl  Kind  are  Twenty- times 
more  eafily  retrieved,  than  of  the  lafty 
when  there  is  a  total  Stoppage,  and  Sup- 
preffion  of  the  corrupted  Matter. 

Dr.  Paxton  fays,  That  the  Running  be¬ 
ing  ftopt  by  any  Means  whatever,  the  Blood 
foon  becomes  poifoned,  as  evidently  appears 
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by  the  Variety  of  fucceeding  Symptoms, 
which  will  fooner,  or  later,,  break  out  in 
very  different  Forms* 

De  Blegny,  mentioning  the  Care  which 
plight  to  be  ufed  in  treating  Venereal  Dif- 
cafes,  fays,  ‘  No  body  can  be  Ignorant 
how  important  it  is,  that  thefe  Diftempers 
Ihould  be  treated  with  the  greateft  Circum- 
fpedlion ;  becaufe  in  Men,  the  Fibres  of  the 
delicate  Membrane,  at  the  Extremity  of  the 
Urethra,  which  ferves  to  obftradt  an  Invo¬ 
luntary  Lofs  of  the  Semen,  are  fometimes 
cut  and  corroded,  either  by  the  Acrimonious 
Matter  of  the  Flux,  or  by  the  Violence  of 
thofe  Medicines,  which  Ignorant  Practi¬ 
tioners  ufe  in  their  Injections.  Befides, 
an  unreafonable  Stop  being  put  to  the  fluent 
Matter,  mail  peceffarily  caufe  a  Pox  or  a 
Bubo,  or  at  lead  fall  upon  the  Tefticles, 
from  which  it  is  not  eafily  taken  off.  Thefe 
Obfervations  are  widely  different  from  thofe 
of  Quacks  and  Empyricks,  who  having 
their  D.efigns  calculated  folely  for  their  pri¬ 
vate  Intereft,  never  inform  their  Patients  of 
thofe  Things  I  have  juft  now  mentioned, 
knowing  them  to  be  diredtly  contrary  to 
thofe  pernicious  Maxims  which  they  im- 

pofe 
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impofe  upon  the  Eafy  and  Credulous.  This 
Author  further  fays,  fpeaking  of  Venereal 
Bubos,  after  obferving  that  Care  fhould  be 
taken  to  bring  forth  the  Matter,  to  di¬ 
gest  and  thorougly  cleanfe  them,  “  There 
are  neverthelefs  a  Sort  of  Men,  who"  to 
obtain  a  Name,  though  by  the  mod  indi¬ 
rect  and  unufual Means,  have  had  the  Impu¬ 
dence  to  affirm  that  there  is  no  Neceffi- 
ty  to  open  fuch  Tumours.  It  were  to  be 
wiffied,  that  Patients  were  well  informed 
of  the  Certainty  of  this  Truth,  that  they 
may  avoid  and  difcourage  fuch  a  damna¬ 
ble  Pradtice  and  Knavery, 

Phyficians  and  Surgeons  mull  take  Care 
to  inform  the  World,  that  the  greated,  the 
fafeft,  and  lead  known  of  all  the  Secrets  of 
the  Art  of  curing  Venereal  Difeafes,  is  a 
right  Ufe  of  the  Materia  Medica,  from 
whibh,  joined  with  Experience,  a  Method 
both  judifyable  and  fuccefsful  may  be  intro¬ 
duced.  But  this  is  to  be  expedted  only 
from  Men  of  Knowledge,  Experience  and 

Difcretion ;  for  in  Phyfic,  as  in  all  other 

,  * 

liberal  Arts,  Theory  mud  lead  us  to  the 
Pradlice,  and  we  may  make  many  Experi¬ 
ments 
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£nents  to  no  Purpofe,  if  we  know  not  now 
to  improve  them. 

The  Learned  Sydenham ,  has  endeavoured 
tojetus  inaclear  Light  refpedling  what  kind 
of  Remedies  we  are  to  hope  a  Cure  from. 

This  Gentleman  wrote  his  Letter  on 
the  Venereal  Difeafe  about  the  Year  1680, 
wherein  he  tells  us  of  the  (hocking  Effects  of 
it;  before  the  Gonorrhaea,  or  Running  firft  ap¬ 
peared:  his  words  are,  <c  When  a  Perfon  was 
feized  with  this  Diforder,  it  prefently  con¬ 
taminated  their  whole  Mafs  of  Blood,  with 
dreadful  Pains  in  the  Head  and  Limbs,  and 
fiiewed  itfelf  in  Ulcers  in  various  Parts,  and 
that  if  it  had  continued  with  the  fame  Ce¬ 
lerity,  it  would  have  deftroyed  Mankind  in  a 
few  Ages:”  and  alfo  informs  us,  that  it  was 
a  hundred  Years  before  that  Time  that  the 
Running  firft  appeared  ;  therefore  it  is  now 
about  183  Years  fince  its  firft  Appearance. 
Nature,  being  always  Induftrious  to  dif~ 
charge  what  is  hurtful  to  the  Habit  of  the 
Body,  produced  the  Gonorrhaea,  or  Running, 
as  an  Outlet,  to  carry  off  the  Venereal  Poi- 
fon;  which  fo  well  anfwered  her  Intentions, 
that  it  checked  its  deftruclive  Career,  and 
obliged  it  to  put  on  a  milder  Countenance. 
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Now  as  it  plainly  appears,  how  dreadfully  this’ 
Difeafe  afflicted  Mankind,  by  the  firft  Infec¬ 
tion,  being  generally  mortal,  till  this  favour¬ 
able  and  happy  Symptom  came  to  their  Re¬ 
lief.  Then  muft  it  not  feem  ftrange,  and  one 
would  imagine  impoffible,  for  Remedies  to 
creep  into  general  Practice,  directly  repug¬ 
nant  to  this  feafonable  Relief.  It  is  evident 
Nature  has  pointed  out  the  Cure,  and  it  is 
the  Bufinels  of  every  Practitioner  to  affift 
her  in  her  Efforts. 

The  inferting  more  Quotations,  and  the 
enlarging  on  the  ill  Confequence  of  Aftrin- 
gent  Remedies,  that  is,  on  the  Means  that 
repell  the  Venereal  Poifon  into  the  Blood, 
whether  by  Medicines,  Injections,  &ca 
would  Anfwer  no  other  Purpofe  that  fwell- 
ing  the  Difcourfe,  and  ingroffing  the  Rea¬ 
der’s  Time.  Therefore  to  avoid  an  Imputa¬ 
tion  of  that  Nature,  let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  fuch 
Methods  are  neither  warrantable  to  God  or 
Man,  being  the  moft  certain  Means  to  de- 
ftroy  the  Patient’s  future  Happinefs,  which  * 
indeed  muft  be  obvious  to  all  (even  the 
meaneft  Capacity)  to  be  Male  Practice. 

v  ' 

Now 
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Now  after  confidering  the  real  Effects  of 
the  Methods  in  general  Ufe,  I  mean  Bleed¬ 
ing,  ftrong  Purging,  Mercurial  Medicines* 
Aftringents,  Injections,  &c.  I  come  now 
in  the  following  Chapter,  to  examine  whe-* 
ther  Diuretic  Medicines  are  not  much  pre¬ 
ferable  in  the  Cure  of  the  Venereal  Dif- 
cafe. 


CHAP.  VII. 


CONTAINS  an  Account  of  Di¬ 
uretic  Medicines,  with  the  Author's 
Reafons  for  prefering  them  to  all  other 
Means  ever  yet  introduced  in  Praft’ce ; 
proving  they,  and  they  only,  aft  agreeable 
to  the  Intentions  of  Nature,  by  affifting  her 
to  difcharge  the  Venereal  Virus  before  any 
other  Part  of  the  Body  is  injured. 


‘The  Operation  of  Diuretics  explained . 


Diuretics  are  Medicines  that  dilute  and 
attenuate  the  Blood  and  other  Juices,  difpo- 
ling  their  more  ferous,  and  hu  mid  Parts,  to  go 
off  in  greater  Quantities,  through  the  Uri¬ 
nary  Paffages,  and  alfo  to  carry  along  with 

H  them 
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them  the  Dregs  and  Imparities  of  thofe 
FI  uids,  as  there  are  different  Degrees  of 
Strength  in  Purges.  Diuretics  likewife  have 
fcveral  Gradations  y  and  both  from  the  moft 
gentle  Stimulus,  may  be  increafed  to  the 
Viol  ence  of  a  Cauftic  :  hence  appears  the 
Neceffity  of  being  well  acquainted  with 
their  Nature  and  Manner  of  Operation^ 
left  what  is  given  to  abate  an  Inflammation, 
fhould  be  the  Means  of  increafing  it.  — 
The  Diuretics  proper  on  this  Occafion,  are 
of  a  Texture  fo  loofe  and  diflblute,  that 
they  mix  moft  intimately  with  the  Blood ; 
and  the  Ufe  of  them  for  a  little  Time,  fo  fa- 
turates  the  whole  Mafs,  that  if  any  Taint 
or  Contagion  has  infedled  the  Juices,  or  lies 
there  lurking  in  the  fmall  Veffels,  they  im¬ 
mediately  caufe  a  Diflblution  of  their  Viru¬ 
lence,  and  freeing  them  from  their  Vifcidi- 
ties,  carry  their  Impurities  off  by  gently  pro-* 
moting  Urine,  and  moderately  Increafing 
the  perfpirable  Difcharge. 

The  Famous  De  Blegny  fays,  ‘  There  is 
nothing  more  certain,  than  that  Diuretics 
are  fo  liquid  and  penetrating,  that  thejr 
may  be  communicated  to  the  Mafs  of 

Blood-, 
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Blood,  be  impregnated  with  the  Humotirs 
they  find  in  it,  convey  them  off  the  Body, 
and  precipitate  them  with  the  Urine. 

Again  he  fays,  c  As  to  the  Nature  of 
the  Remedies  to  be  employed,  it  deferves  to 
be  confidered,  that  the  Inflammation  of  the 
Parts  affedted  in  a  Gonorrhea,  can  never  be 
more  effectually  taken  off,  than  by  Medicines 
which  may  reach  the  Bladder  ;  and  that  the 
Impurity  cannot  be  more  diredtly  and  effec¬ 
tually  thrown  out,  than  by  thofe  Ways  by 
which  it  was  communicated.  He  after¬ 
wards  obferves,  that  very  gentle  Purgatives 
are  fometimes  neceffary  to  be  added  to  the 
Diuretics.  Then  he  adds,  that  fuch  gentle 
Methods  are  the  only  fafe  Cure,  without 
being  under  a  Neceffity  of  uiing  Mercury, 
which  moft  Surgeons  ignorantly  give  their 
Patients,  either  with  their  Purgatives  or 
feme  other  way, 

1 

We  have  feen  the  Words  of  the  great 
Boerhaave ,  refpedling  the  Nature  of  this 
Difeafe  and  Method  of  Cure,  in  the  paft 
Chapters  of  this  Difcourfe;  an  Author,  who 
is  allowed  to  far  exceed  all  others  in  his  Def- 

II  2  crin- 
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criptions  of  this  Difeafe;  an  Author,  ever 
valuable,  not  only  for  being  a  great  Mailer 
in  his  Profcffion,  (whofe  words  are  ftandards 
for  Medicinal  Rules)  but  for  his  clear  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  Honefty  and  found  Judgment, 
which  fhine  through  all  his  works,  not  being 
calculated  for  private  Purpofes,  or  to  ferve 
any  particular  Clafs.  On  the  contrary,  the 
good  of  Mankind  plainly  appears  to  be  the 
foie  Motive  for  the  Pains  and  Labour  he 
continually  went  through. 

It  is  a  Fafl:  not  to  be  difputed,  that  no 
one  Diforder  which  the  human  Body  is 
liable  too,  has  been  treated  on  by  fuch  an 
infinite  Number  of  Authors  ;  nor  is  there 
any  Difeafe  that  Opinions  fo  evidently  differ 
in.  Mercury  was  found  ferviceable,  and 
often  cured  in  defperate  Cafes  :  But  when 
introduced  into  frequent  Practice  on  the 
other  Hand,  often  was  attended  with  the  mod 
fatal  Confequences ;  we  have  feen  that  the 
mod  antient  Phyficians  either  condemn  its 
Ufe,  or  order  the  greated  Caution  therein  ; 
in  fhort,  they  found  the  bad  Effects,  from 
bringing  it  into  common  Practice. 

^  *  u  :  ■  /  But 
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But  it  is  apparent,  fucceeding  Pradlition- 
'ers  either  lefs  regarded  their  Patients  future 
welfare,  or  were  too  negligent  to  give 
themfelves  the  Trouble  to  feek  after  eaiier 
Remedies. — —  Mercury  foon  became  the 
Grand  Medicine ;  as  with  that  Meflenger, 
they  were  fure  to  have  feme  Bufinefs  done  5 
either  the  Difeafe  in  Part,  or  wholly  fub- 
dued,  or  (which  is  oftner  the  Cafe)  both 
Conditution  and  Difeafe  fall  Victims'  toge¬ 
ther  •>  but  a  Hill  worfe  Obfervation  to  make 
(and  is  what  every  honed:  Man  will  allow) 
is,  that  frequently  after  violent  Salivations, 
where  the  Patient  has  been  emaciated  to  a 
mere  Skeleton,  and  has  been  deemed,  cured  ; 
no  fooner  has  he  recovered  his  former 
Strength  and  Flefh,  than  the  Symptoms  of 
the  Pox  have  returned.  However,  I  once 
more  mud  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  I  do  not 

mean  to  rejedt  its  Ufe  in  all  Cafes  of  the 
Venereal  Difeafe,  any  more  than  in  other 
Maladies  incident  to  the  Human  Species, 
This  I  affirm,  that  it  is  not  required  once  in 
twenty- times  where  it  is  ufed.  I  was  in 
Company  the  other  Day  with  a  very  emi¬ 
nent  Practical  Phydcian,  who  was  fuliy  of 
Opinion,  that  Mercury  being  known  by 

the 
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the  Vulgar,  occafioned  its  being  of  much 
more  Hurt  than  Benefit  to  Mankind.  This 
I  have  long  been  convinced  of  refpedting 
Venereal  Cafes,  having  had  ocular  Demon- 
flration  of  the  moft  (hocking  Objects  ruined 
and  fpoiled  by  having  the  Blood  loaded  with 
that  Medicine;  and  this  in  the  moft  fimple 
Cafes,  which  would  have  yielded  to  a  few 
Dofes  of  Manna  and  Salts,  particularly  if  af- 
fifted  with  a  Decodtion  of  Marfh  Mallows, 
or  any  emollient  Diuretic  Draughts. — After 
all,  it  is  evident  to  any  unprejudiced  Reader, 
that  a  Method  has  been  handed  down  from 
fome  violent  Pradiitioners,  that  has  now 
crept  into  general  Vogue;  with  this  Maxim, 
that  Venereal  Diforders  cannot  be  cured 

j . ,  •  * 

without  Mercury.  You  have  before  heard 
the  Opinion  of  the  greateft  Authors  on  this 
Subject.  I  {hall  quote  the  famous  Blegney’s 
Sentiments  refpedling  the  common  Treat¬ 
ment  Patients  buffer. 

He  writes  thus  :  After  mentioning  the 
Advantage  of  eafy  and  mild  Remedies, 

'A 

“  Seeing  then  we  may  become  fuccefsful, 
and  procure  fuch  confiderable  Advantages 
by  a  iage  and  judicious  Conduct,  by  thofe 

who 
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who  apply  themfelves,  particularly  to  Ve¬ 
nereal  Difeafes,  ought  never  to  deny  their 
Patients  the  Satisfaction  of  knowing  the 
certain  event  of  their  Diftempers,  which 
are  more  or  lefs  eafy  to  be  cured  according 
to  their  Degrees,  and  fometimes  of  that  Na¬ 
ture,  that  they  cannot  be  neglefted  without 
expofing  the  Patients  to  the  greateft  danger® 
Thus,  by  duly  confidering  the  Pox,  they 
will  be  thoroughly  convinced  that  it  is  ow¬ 
ing  to  aFermentation  that  has  not  continued 
long,  and  that  the  Increafe  of  it  muft  ter¬ 
minate  in  a  more  dangerous  State;  that  the 
Symptoms  of  the  fecond  Degree  are  only 
the  Effedls  of  a  fubtil  Matter,  not  yet  dif~ 
pofed  to  adhere  to  any  particular  Part;  that 
the  Motion  of  the  circulating  Blood  may  be* 
augmented  by  Nature  only,  or  fuch  internal 
Sudorifics,  as  are  proper  to  facilitate  the  Se¬ 
paration  of  the  Impurity  that  is  then  mixed 
with  the  Hemogeneous  Parts  of  the  Blood* 
thatftrong  and  often  repeated  Purgative  Me¬ 
dicines  may  excite  a  Precipitation  of  the  Ve¬ 
nereal  Matter.  A  Pox  may  be  taken  off  by 
pure  Nature,  and  cured  by  very  fimple  and 
eafy  Means,  without  obliging  the  Patients  to 
dofe  Confinement  and  nice  Regimen, 


But 


/ 
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But  fome  ignorant,  cunning,  and  am¬ 
bitious  Men,  are  far  from  granting,  that  a 
,  Pox  can  be  cured  by  the  Efforts  of  Nature %. 
neither  will  they  acknowledge,  that  fome- 
times  it  may  be  very  eafily  cured  by  Art, 
For,  fome  Pnyficians  are  entirely  devoted 
to  common  Experience,  and  their  own  Prac¬ 
tice  ,  and  Surgeons  have  fuch  a  Regard  to 
their  Reputation,  that  they  never  dare  to 
propofe  other  Means  of  Cure,  but  fuch  as 
are  ufual,  lead  they  be  damn’d  by  others 
who  know  not  their  Eftedls  and  Virtue. 
In  one  word,  both  confult  their  private  In¬ 
ter  eft  fo  much,  that  they  will  not  preferibe  a 
Remedy,  though  never  fo  cheap,  which 
doth  not  cure  but  after  a  confiderable  Time, 
long  Confinement,  and  ftridl  Regimen. 


Thefe  are  the  Men,  who  aifure  their  Pa^ 
tients,  that  they  cannot  be  cured  but  by- 
Mercury,  though  their  Diftemper  be  the 
fame  whereof  1  now  treat ;  and  thus  the 
fick  Perfon  muft  be  unneceffarily  flux’d, 
without  any  regard  to  the  Sex,  young  or 
old,  rich  or  poor,  whether  in  a  private  or 
jn  a  public  Capacity,  all  are  indiferiminate- 

ly, 

j  * 
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!y  expofed  to  the  lofs  of  their  Means*  Ho- 
nour,  Employments*  and  Life  itfelf. 

Again  he  fays,  “  You  are  like  wife  to 
tfC  avoid  the  unaccountable  Practice  of  thofe 
€*  ignorant  Pretenders,  who  advife  their  Pa™ 
“  tients  to  undergo  a  Salivation,  whenever 
C€  they  obferve  that  Venereal  Shankers  are 
e‘  not  foon  cured,  though  there  appear  no 
“  lign  of  a  Pox.  But  you  may  rely  upon  it, 
that  after  you  have  attained  a  right  Me- 
**  thod  of  managing  tliefe  Diftempers,  by 
<c  Reading,  Meditation,  and  a  little  Appli™ 
u  cation,  there  are  none  of  them,  though  ac- 
4€  ccmpanied  with  the  Pox  itfelf,  or  with 
0  its  Symptoms,  which  you  may  not  cure ; 
6t  and  therefore  you  are,  with  all  imagin- 
(C  able  Care,  to  avoid  the  creating  unnecef- 
“.fary  Trouble  to  your  Patients,  or  engaging 
them  to  undergo  the  la  ft  Remedy,  with™ 
te  out  apparent  Neceffity.,? 

The  fame  Author,  in  his  Chapter  on  the 
poftibility  of  curing  a  Pox  without  Mercury 
and  Salivation,  writes  thus :  “  Having  con- 
“  fidered  the  Crifis  of  the  Pox,  as  entire- 
“  ly  owing  to  nature,  I  now  come  to  dif™ 
“  courfe,  concerning  thofe  procur’d  by  Art, 

I  and 
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and  which  are  excited  by  common  Eva~ 
<c  cuatives  and  fuch  as  arecaufed  bv  Mercu- 

1  .  .  .  .  J 

“  ry.  But  though  this  Diftindtion  be  found- 
“  ed  upon  mod:  certain  and  undoubted 
c<  Proofs  yet  it  ha$  not  been  hitherto  gene- 
6e  rally  received  and  approved;  for  mod:  Part 
6  of  thole  who  practice  this  Art,  are  rather 
*c  inclined  to  believe,  that  it  is  by  this  Mi- 
6‘  neral  only  that  a  Pox  can  be  cured,  than 
to  apply  themfelves  to  make  any  farther 
“  Trial  :  Nay,  they  are  not  only  pleafed  to 
*c  perfifl  in  their  Error,  but  they  likewife 
endeavour  to  induce  others  to  embrace  it, 
c<  though  never  fo  falfe,  by  damning  all  new 
Difcoveries,  as  Impodures,  and  unufual 
gt  Remedies,  as  poifonous;  and  whoever 
ec  undertakes  to  cure  a  Pox,  by  fuch  Reme- 
<(  dies  as  are  more  eafy  and  gentle  than  Mer- 
€f  cury;  and  by  Ways  that  are  more  Natural 
“  than  Salivation,  forthwith  becomes  the 
Butt  of  Envy,  and  loaded  with  a  thoufand 
€t  Reproaches;  at  the  fame  Time,  thofe  envi- 
ous  Ignorants,  take  occafion  to  prepofiefs 
<e  the  Minds  of  their  Patients,  whom  they 
“  find  to  be  eafily  impofed  on,  when  they 
46  are  told  fome  Things  in  Phyficare  myfte- 

rious  ; 
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i€  nous ;  for  the  very  Imagination  of  that 
“  which  may  fhorten  life,  is  capable  to 
cc  fright  every  body/' 

After  all,  that  a  Medicine  may  be  con¬ 
trived,  under  the  Quality  cf  a  Diuretic, 
that  will  cure  this  Difbrder  without  the 
leaft  Trouble  tq  the  Patient,  I  have  ex¬ 
perienced:  it  is  now  three  Years  fince  I 
began  to  adminifter  it  to  my  Patients  ;  and 
do  declare  it  has  fucceeded;  even  beyond 
my  expectation  ;  as  my  conftant  Method 
is,  to  keep  regular  Minutes  of  all  Cafes  that 
occur;  and  by  what  Means  cured,  (which 
in  the  abovementioned  Time  I  find  to  ex¬ 
ceed  twelve  Hundred;)  can  with  certainty 
aftert  where  theMedicine  has  fucceeded,  and 
where  not.  It  was  the  Hints,  or  indeed 
rather  the  Directions  we  have  from  the  an- 
tlent  Phyficians,  which  firft  put  me  on 
making  Trial  of  fome  eafier  Remedy,  at 
the  fame  Time  having  the  Advantage  of  a 
continual  Number  of  Venereal  Patients 
under  my  Care,  that  I  was  not  under  the 
leaft  Difficulty  to  fix  the  Medicine,  to  a 
proper  Degree  of  Strength,  to  be  tho¬ 
roughly  effectual,  and  yet  not  the  leafs: 
weaken  the  Parts.— It  has  alfo  another  Ad- 

I  a 


van« 
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vantage  over  the  common  Diuretics,  which 
is  very  materia),  u  e .  that  in  moft  Condi- 
tutions  it  keeps  the  Body  gently  open.  On 
the  whole,  I  have  found  it  to  anfwer  Boer- 
haave* s  Directions,  the  Scope  of  which  is 
obtained  by  a  Medicine,  that  hath  not  the 
lead  Particle  of  Mercury  in  its  Compofi- 
lion  ;  nothing  that  requires  Confinement, 
or  any  particular  Management,  fo  as  to  give 
the  lead  Sufpicicn  to  the  mod  intimate  Ac¬ 
quaintance,  nor  the  Redraints  of  any  Kind  > 
except  indeed,  f  om  Exceffes  and  Coition, 
(The  latter  ought  by  all  Means  to  be  avoid¬ 
ed)  as  it  operates  by  communicating  itfelf 
to  all  the  circulating  Juices  of  the  Body; 
and  its  Texture  being  loofe  and  dillbluble,  it 
mixes  mod  intimately  with  the  Blood  ;  and 
in  a  few  Days,  fo  faturates  the  whole  Mafs, 
that  if  any  Taint  or  Contagion  has  infedted 
it,  or  lies  lurking  in  the  fmall  Veffels,  it 
immediately  caufes  a  Diffolution  of  their 
Virulency,  and  freeing  them  from  their  Vis¬ 
cidities,  carries  off  their  Impurities,  by  gent¬ 
ly  promoting  Urine,  and  moderately  in- 
creating  the  perfpirable  Difcharge  ;  and  as 
it  pervades  every  Channel  through  which 
the  Circulation  flows,  fo  it  breaks  through 
jCohefions  and  Obftrudt ions,  and  carries  its 
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falutary  Virtues  to  the  remoteft  Parts;  and 
yet  is  fo  innocent,  it  may  fafely  and  advan- 
tageoufly  be  taken  by  Women  in  their 
Pregnancy  ;  and  what  juftly  gives  a  {till 
greater  Preference  to  this  Medicine  in  the 
Cure  of  this  Difeafe,  is  its  fuitablenefs  to  all 
Ci  cumftances  and  Conftitutions.  It  may 
be  taken  with  benefit  in  a  Fever,  or  any 
other  inflammatory  Diforder ;  and  will  be 
found  a  very  effectual  Remedy  in  the  Gout* 
Scurvy,  Rheumatifm,  and  all  other  Cronic 
Ailments,  where  the  Juices  of  the  Body 
are  foul  and  fizy.  I  have  alfo  proved  it  of 
very  great  Ufe  in  removing  thofe  frightful 
Symptoms  brought  on  by  the  too  frequent 
Ufe  of  Mercury,  and  ill  cured  Claps ;  the 
taking  it  feme  confiderable  Time  will  en¬ 
tirely  remove  the  Complaints,  if  the  Con- 
ftitution  is  not  quite  ruined  ;  even  then  it 
will  preferve  the  Patient  from  worfe  confer 
quences,  and  make  life  much  more  com¬ 
fortable.  - The  Fluor  Albus,  or  Femi¬ 

nine  Weaknefs,  is  a  Diforder  incident  to 
Women  ;  few  efcaping  the  Effects  of  it, 
and  by  a  long  Continuance  is  attended  with 
msny  Evils,  and  often  with  the  moft  fatal 
Confequences ;  the  Cure  of  which  mud 
depend  (as  we  find  by  a  due  Confideration 
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of  theCaufes  and  Effects)  on  fuch  Medicines 
as  have  regard  to  the  Degree  of  the  Pletho¬ 
ra,  as  the  relaxation  of  the  Veflels,  fo  that 
whatever  is  capable  of  diffolving  the  Len- 
tor  in  the  Blood,  and  promoting  the  Cir¬ 
culation  of  the  Fluids,  of  increafing  the 
Secretions,  and  invigorating  the  lax  State 
of  the  Veffels,  mud;  conduce  to  the  Cure  : 
That  this  Medicine  will  have  thefe  Effedts, 
1  have  often  proved,  and  do  therefore  re¬ 
commend  it  as  a  powerful  Remedy  in  this 
difagreeable  Diforder ;  having  frequently 
fucceeded  when,  all  other  Means  have  fail¬ 
ed, 

I  fhall  now  purpofely  avoid  faying  more, 
refpedling  the  Efficacy  of  this  Medicine, 
which  I  call  the  Effence  $  as  it  is  compofed 
of  the  principal  Virtues  of  many  Ingre¬ 
dients  ;  brought  (by  Diftillation)  into  a 
little  Compafs,  fo  fmall  that  twenty  or 
twenty  five  Drops  is  the  middling  Dofe, 
and  fo  grateful  to  the  Stomach,  that  it  does 
not  difagree  with  the  moil  delicate  Con- 
filiation,  I  fay,  I  purpoiely  avoid  a  Repe¬ 
tition  of  the  good  Qualities  of  thefe  Drops, 
left  it  ftiould  be  thought  Often tation  : 
And  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  Reafons  X 

have 
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have  offered  In  favour  of  the  Medicine  ia 

1  <  ,  .  ,  .  q  '  ... 

the  Cure  of  thefe  Difordcrs,  are  not  e deem¬ 
ed  fufficient  to  encourage  its  TJfe,  let  It 
fpeak  for  itfelf,  and  I  dare  affirm  no  other 
Recommendation  will  be  required ;  as  a 
Method  of  Cure,  depending  on  the  Laws 
of  Nature  and  her  Operations  in  the  Con¬ 
futation,  defpifes  the  Afilftance  of  the 
common  Artifices,  and  requires  no  falfe 
Story  to  advance  its  Praife  ;  no  Luftre  to 
fet  it  off  y  no  Voucher  or  Evidence  to  prove 
its  Succefs ;  The  Confederation  alone  of  Its 
Defigns  will  be  fufficient  to  recommend  It 
to  the  World,  becaufe  it  will  be  obvious 
to  all  Perfons,  that  it  is  founded  on  Fveafon* 

Yet  this  I  muff  beg  leave  to  obferve, 
that  no  Medicine  can  be  better  invented 
for  thoroughly  fubduing  the  Remains  of 
Venereal  Poifons  lurking  in  the  Blood,  as 
it  may  be  taken  any  length  of  Time,  with¬ 
out  the  lead  Alteration  as  to  Regimen; 
and  never  is  offenfive  to  the  Stomach,  but 

j 

rather  creates  an  Appetite  :  in  thefe  Cafes® 
it  adts  as  an  Alterative,  which  caufes  a 
Change  or  Alteration  in  the  Blood  and  juices; 
melting  down  and  dedroying  the  pocky 

Virus, 
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Virus,  which  is  difeharged  either  by  Sweaty 
Stool,  or  Urine. 

P  § 

The  Neceffity,  Care,  and  Caution,  it  be¬ 
hoves  every  Perfon  to  take,  to  endeavour  *0  be 
thoroughly  cured  of  that  moft  infernal  Fire, 
or  Poifon,  and  the  great  Reafon  every  Per¬ 
fon  may  have  to  be  fearful  of  its  not  being 
fubdued,  when  they  have  been  once  feverely 
infefted,  or  have  been  ill  treated  by  igno¬ 
rant  Practitioners  ;  we  may  learn  from  the 
following  Obfervations  of  the  feveral  great 
Authors :  to  which  is  joined  a  very  re«* 

markable  and  moft  {hocking  Cafe. 

'  ■ 

Some  Paflages  we  find  in  the  Bibliotheca 
An  atomic  a  Me  die  a  Chirurgica ,  &c.  from 
the  moft  eminent  Writers.  And  firft  Mu- 
Jitanus  fays,  c  That  it  often  happens  in 
Practice,  that  after  the  Univerfal  Pox  is 
cured,  there  {fill  remains  a  lurking  Poifon 
in  fome  Part  of  the  Body;  as  in  the  Caries 
or  Gangrene  of  fome  Bones,  in  fome  Nodes 
or  hard  Knots,  which  admits  of  no  Dif- 
fclution,  by  the  ACtion  of  Mercury. 


The 


On  Diuretic  Medicines .  65 

The  Venereal  Difeafe  is  not  commonly 
Mortal  $  there  have  been  fome  who  have 
had  it  30  or  40  Years,  and  when  they  die* 
it  does  not  fo  much  proceed  from  this 
Difeafe  as  from  fome  others,  contracted 
by  the  Diforders  and  irregular  Courfes  ufed 
in  the  Cure  thereof,  or  the  Alterations 
made  by  Time,  and  the  Conftitution  of 
Habit  of  the  Body.  Befides,  it  too  con> 
manly  happens,  that  the  mod  Part  of  thofe 
who  are  in  this  Condition,  do  not  fuffer 
themfelves  to  be  treated  as  they  ought  to 
be  ;  fome  are  backward  becaufe  they  have 
not  Money  enough  to  pay  for  their  Cure  ; 
others  becaufe  their  Bufinefs  do  not  per¬ 
mit  1  a  third  becaufe  they  are  in  the  Hands 
of  fuch  as  have  no  Skill,  or  at  lead  want 
Honefty,  to  com  pi  eat  a  Cure  :  there  are 
fome  Bodies  of  lingular  Difpohdons,  that 
Mercury  cannot  produce  the  defired  Effect 
upon  them,  notwithftanding  all  the  pre¬ 
caution  and  Means  that  can  be  ufed* 
Therefore  it  often  falls  out,  by  Reafon  of 
thefe  Faults  or  Impediments,  that  the  Ve¬ 
nereal  Diftemper  is  not  cured,  but  only  its 
Symptoms  1  and  that  fome  of  the  Venereal 
Ferment  does  ftill  remain  in  the  Body, 

K  which 
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which  in  procefs  of  Time,  lodges  and  in- 
tangles  itfelf  in  the  Humours  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  that  Inconveniences  afterwards 
enfue,  which  fometimes  are  not  direddy 
a  Pox,  though  they  have  fprung  from  it  as 
their  proper  Fountain  :  from  thence  it  is 
that  there  are  fo  many  Scrophulous  Tu¬ 
mours,  fo  many  old  Ulcers,  fo  many 
Gouts  and  Rheumatifms,  fo  many  Whites 
amongft  the  Women  and  in  a  Word,  from 
thence  arifes  the  moft  Part  of  thole  Dif- 
eafes,  which  we  obferve  in  Families, 
and  which  unhappily  have  only  ordinary 
Means  applyed  to  them,  becaufe  their  Source 
is  concealed,  and  the  Phyficians  themfelves 
many  Times  dare  not  be  inquifitive  com* 
cernmg  their  Original. 

Profperus  Borgarutius ,  of  Padua ,  Anno 
1566,  fays,  The  Venereal  Difeafe  fome¬ 
times  does  not  appear  for  feme  Months,  or 
even  Years,  after  the  Contagion  is  received. 

Bernadinus  P omit  anus  of  Padua ,  Anno 
1566,  fays,  ‘  It  was  fometimes  four,  five  or 
4  fix  Months  after  the  Poifon  was  received, 
4  before  the  Difeafe  plainly  breaks  out, 
6  though  I  have  known  it  difeover  itfelf  by 

a 
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*  a  Pain  in  the  Proepntium  the  next  Day 
€  after  it  was  caught.’ 


Hieronimus  Fracaforius,  of  Verona ,  wrote 
on  this  Difeafe  in  the  Year  1530.  “  This 

“  Difeafe  at  firft  did  not  break  out  immedi- 
€C  ately,  but  would  lurkintheHabitaMonth 
“  or  two,  and  fometimes  four  Months,  before 
“  any  real  Symptoms  appeared.” 

Georgius  Vella ,  of  Brujfels ,  Anno  1516, 
wrote  to  the  fame  Effect. 


A  remarkable  Account  of  the  Venereal  Poifon 
lying  conceal'd  in  the  Blood for  17  Tears . 
This  we  have  from  Anatus  Lufitanus, 
Anno  1552. 

Thefe  are  his  Words :  “  A  Perfon 

y  who  was  afflicted  with  this  Difeafe,  by  the 
“  Means  of  a  great  many  different  Remedies, 
got  fo  far  rid  of  it,  that  he  feemed  to  be 
u  quite  well.  Ten  Years  afterwards  he 
married  a  very  virtuous  Woman,  who 
*c  within  five  Years  brought  him  two  fine 
*£  healthy  Boys;  in  the  feventh  Year  fhewas 
delivered  of  a  third  Boy,  who  had  Pocky 

K  2  Eruptions 
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“  Eruptions  tapon  his  Skin.  The  Mother 
<c  continued  all  along  in  very  good  Health  ; 
*c  only  before  her  Delivery  of  the  lad  Child, 
€€  £he  had  fome  fmall  Ulcers  betwixt  her 
ic  Lips  and  Nofe,  and  after  her  Delivery  her 
€i  breath  grew  Foetid,  and  her  Breads  were 
“  fo  obdrudfed  with  coagulated  Milk,  that 
4t  fhe  could  not  poffibly  give  fuck.  Upon 
this  Account  the  Child  was  put  out  to  a 
*c  Nurfe,  who  inafew  Days  became  infedt- 
“  ed,  and  had  the  fame  pocky  Eruption  with 
€C  the  Child.  She  gave  it  to  her  Hufband, 
<c  and  to  two  Children  of  her  Neighbours, 
to  whom  fhe  had  offered  her  Bread;  and 
6C  they  communicated  the  Difeafe  to  their 
<c  Mothers ;  in  fhort,  within  a  Month,  no 
“  fewer  than  nine  were  infedted.  The  Boy 
lived  only  a  Month,  and  the  Father  was 
<c  feized  wdtha  Fever,  which  cut  him  off  in 
“  fix  Days ;  the  Mother  and  the  other  Per- 
fons  infedfed,  after  the  Ufe  of  many  Re^ 
4S  medies,  recovered.” 

De  Bleg?iy%  on  the  Symptoms  of  the 
Pox,  fays,  “  No  led  Ambiguous  are  the 
€i  Symptoms  which  accompany  the  Pox  in 
^itsfecond  Degree  ;  for  albeit,  Spontane^ 

u  ous 
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<€  ous  Wearinefs,  Uneafmefs,  Itching  ia 

u  the  Skin,  and  fometimes  {bedding  the 
cc  Hair,  Tetters,  Malignant  Ulcers,  Rot- 
u  tennefsof  theTeeth,and  of  other  Bones,55 

To  which  may  be  added,  Pains  in  the 
Head,  wandering  Pains  in  the  Limbs, 
particularly  in  the  Legs,  which  torments 
the  Perfon  moil  in  the  Evening;  and  fre¬ 
quently  after  warm  in  Bed  ;  the  Eyes 
are  weak,  and  often  run  a  limped  Wa¬ 
ter;  the  Ears  tingle,  and  Noifes  in  the 
Head  are  often  heard,  which  are  exceed¬ 
ing  Perplexing  ;  Eruptions  often  break 
out  on  the  Skin,  and  as  often  return 
again  ;  a  Hedtic  Heat  attends  the  Afflidt- 
ed,  which  generally  increafes  towards 
Evening ;  a  remarkable  Dejedtion  of 
Spirits  is  almoft  a  certain  Attendant;  partly 
owing  to  the  Difeafe,  and  partly  to  the 
Patient’?  dread  of  theConfequences.  There 
are  many  more  Symptoms  which  Indi¬ 
cate  the  Pox  to  be  in  the  Blood  :  but 
thefe  are  fufficient  to  give  Inilrudtion  to 
thofe  who  fufpedl  it  to  be  their  Cafe.  This 
therefore  is  fufficient  to  prove  that  the  Ve¬ 
nereal 
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nereal  Poifon  when  thought  to  be  conquer¬ 
ed,  {hall  lie  lurking  in  the  Blood  for  many 
Years,  without  any  manifeft  Hurt.  Yet  as 
foon  as  by  any  Accident  the  Temper  of  the 
Blood  (hall  be  altered  and  depraved,  tho* 
there  be  no  new  Acceffion  of  Poifon,  the 
Dileafe  {hall,  Hydra  A  ike,  revive,  and  fpeedi- 
ly  bring  on  very  grievous  Symptoms,  which 
{hall  end  in  a  confirmed  Pox.  Both  thefe 
Particulars  are  certainly  very  ftrange,  that 
fo  noxious  a  Poifon  (hould  lie  fo  long  quiet, 
without  doing  any  Mifchief  in  the  midft  of 
the  Blood,  and  be  thoroughly  mixed  with 
it,  and  that  fo  fmall  a  Quantity  of  Poifon 
{hould  be  preferved  entire  in  the  Blood, 
which  of  itfelf  is  daily  renewed. — And  yet, 
neither  of  thefe  Circumftances  is  peculiar  to 
the  Venereal  Poifon  ;  for  the  Poifon  which 
produces  an  Hydrophobia,  may  not  only  lie 
quiet  in  the  Body  for  feveral  Days  after 
.  the  Bite,  but  fometimes  for  feveral  Years 
before  it  {hews  itfelf,  and  brings  on  the 
Dread  of  Water,  and  the  other  terrible 
Symptoms  which  attend  it. 

If  we  give  Credit  to  the  common  Opi¬ 
nion,  the  Ferment,  or  Poifon,  which  gives 

rife 
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rife  to  the  Small- Pox,  is  brought  with 
us  into  the  World,  and  confequently  lies 
lurking  without  Detriment  for  a  very  long 
Seafon,  till  an  Opportunity  offers  of  ex¬ 
erting  itfelf,  and  producing  fometimes  moll 
fatal  Effects. 

It  may  be  alked,  Why  I  came  to  be 
more  acquainted  with  this  Difeafe  (or  at 
lead  have  endeavoured  to  be  fo)  than  fome 
other  of  my  Brethren  of  my  Profeffion: 
To  which  I  an  Twer,  that  my  feeking  more 
deeply  into  the  Caufe,  Nature,  and  Cure  of 
Venereal  Infections,  was  owing  firft,  to  my 
generally  having  a  good  Number  of  Pa¬ 
tients  under  my  Care  :  Secondly,  my  ex- 
tenfive  Practice  in  curing  Fiftulas  and  Piles* 
Fiftulas  in  particular,  foon  convinced  me 

of  the  Neceffity  there  was  to  find  out  fome 
fafer  and  more  eafy  Method  of  curing  the 
Venereal  Infections,  as  thofe  that  were 
occafioned  (which  are  not  a  few)  by  the 
Venereal  Diforder,  are  of  the  word  Confe- 
quences  :  And  thirdly,  I  may  juftly  add  to 
thefe,  that  it  has  cod  me  much  Pains  and 
Trouble  to  know  the  Nature  of  its  Difpo- 
fition  and  Temper  fo  well  as  I  do  5  it  is  ful 

0 
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of  Deceit  and  Artifice  $  no  Mimick  has 
more  Power  over  the  Features  of  his  Phi2* 
or  can  throw  himfelf  into  a  greater  Variety 
of  Attitudes,  than  the  Pox  has  of  Appear¬ 
ing  in  the  Form  of  other  Maladies,  and 
affumitig  the  Shapes  of  different  Ailments  i 
but  as  the  Mimick  has  always  fomething  of 

the  Monkey  in  his  Conftitution,  a  Dege- 

•*  . 

neracy  from  Humanity,  fo  the  Pox  has  a 
peculiar  Virulency,  fbme  certain  Signs 
to  diftinguifh  it  from  other  Diforders,  not- 
withftanding  the  ftrong  Refemblance  of  the 
Symptoms  ;  and  if  you  treat  the  Mimick  as 
a  Monkey,  and  the  Pox  according  to  the 
Nature  of  its  Difpofition,  you  may  eafily 
keep  them  within  bounds ;  but  if  you 
fuffer  them  to  get  a  Head,  you  cannot  fo 
readily  (hake  off  thofe  troublefome  Compa¬ 
nions,  Laftly,  I  fay.  When  it  is  confider- 
ed  the  great  Experience  I  have  had  of  the 
bad  Effects  of  the  Methods  now  in  ufe  for 
the  Cure  of  Venereal  Infections,  through 
a  lone:  Courfe  of  fuccefsful  Practice  in 

Q 

curing  Fiftulas  and  Piles,  without  cutting, 
cr  feldoin  ufing  any  outward  Applica¬ 
tion,  having  plainly  proved  that  Medicines 
applied  outwardly  are  too  often  hurtful, 

but 
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but  always  trifling,  (never  procuring  an  ab«* 
folute  Cure)  the  Caufe  being  in  the  Bloody 
the  Cure  depends  upon  fuch  Medicines  as 
have  regard  to  it.  By  my  Method  without  Cut¬ 
ting  (a  few  cafes  excepted)  it  is  known  I-have 
and  do  fucceed  in  the  mod  deplorable  Cafes* 
but  in  thofe  obdlnate  ones,  proceeding 
from  ill  cured  Venereal  Injuries,  by  the 
baneful  Practice,  now  in  common  Ufe. 
Can  it  deferve  a  Name,  when  the  -  (hocking 
Victims  we  daily  fee  evince  it.  Piftulas  of 
this  kind  (as  obferved  before)  often  pene¬ 
trate  the  Bladder,  &c.  &c.  parts,  that  in 
fuch  Cafes  admit  of  no  Cure ;  Unhappy 
Creatures  doom'd  to  a  Life  of  the  mod 
miferable  Kind.  Numbers  of  thefe  Vi  (dims 
have  been  under  my  Care,  and  feveral  are 
at  this  Time  receiving  what  AfFift&nce  I 
can  give  them,  which  at  bed  is  but  Pal- 
lative  in  thefe  deftruCtive  Cafes.  Perplex¬ 
ed  with  thefe  Embarraflrnents,  and  druck 
with  Compaffion,  was  confequentiy  the 
Product  of  the  deeped  Reflexions;  the  Re- 
fult  of  which  is  the  Medicine  now  offered  to 
the  Public,  a  fafe  and  ab  folute  Cure  for 
Venereal  Infections;  confequentiy  a  preven¬ 
tive  of  thofe  and  the  like  (hocking  Cafes  as 
abovementioned,  which  Cafes  are  not  to  be 

L  cured 
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cured,  but  prevented  ;  therefore  the  ftrik-* 
ing  at  the  Canfe,  was  difeovering  a  more 
feafy,  and  fafe  Method  of  curing  the  Vene¬ 
real  Difeafe  ;  this  I  have  accomplifhed,  and 
for  which  I  fuppofe  I  am  very  foberly 
wifhed  bang'd,  as  whatever  is  of  general  be¬ 
nefit,  will  in  a  different  Manner,  affedt  fome 
particular  Oafs;  After  the  above  Con- 
fiderations  it  will  not  feem  extraordinary 
(and  perhaps  may  be  allowed)  that  I  had 
ample  reafon  ro  reject  the  prefent  Practice, 
a  Practice  fo  highly  Detrimental  to  the 

K  ?ce  of  Mankind,  that  Children  unborn 

« 

Wdl  hereafter  feel  the  Effects  of  it.  ~  This 
by  the  Bye, 

I  now  cannot  help  faying,  I  fear  the  bad 
Succefsthat  has  too  often  attended  Phyficians 
and  Surgeons  Practice  in  the  Cure  of  this 
Difeafe.  I  mean  that  Kind  which  is  in 
common  Ufe,  and  for  which  nothing  can 
plead  but  Cuftom,  tho’  indeed  that  is  re- 
fpefted  by  fome  as  an  undeniable  Law  ; 
yet  it  is  well  known  to  be  often  grounded 
on  Notions  oppofite  to  right  reafon,  and  this 
is  verified  in  no  inftance  more  than  in  the 
prefent  Method  of  treating  Venereal  Infec¬ 
tions,  to  the  ill  fuccefs  of  which  I  repeat 

my 
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my  Opinion,  that  we  may  impute  the  N  umber 
of  Impofitions  the  Public  have,  and  do  re¬ 
ceive  from  thofe  vile  Pretenders  to  the 
Knowledge  of  the  medical  Art.  I  indeed 
propofed  not  to  have  touched  on  this  matter, 
but  Humanity,  Brotherly-Love,  and  every 
Chriftian  Senfe  requires  it;  the  repeated  In- 
ftances  which  I  have  of  the  Deftruftion 
that  attends  the  unhappy  Patients  who  ap¬ 
ply  for  their  Compofitions  (or  more  proper¬ 
ly  a  Confufttion  of  Drugs)  would  move  the 
mod  obdurate  Heart ;  and  the  more  fo  as 
it  principally  happens  among  the  poor 
working  People,  who  when  once  robbed 
(by  fome  one  of  thefe  vile  Mifcreants)  of 
both  money  and  Conftitution  ;  drag  on  a 
Life  with  Infamy  and  Difgrace,  falling  at 
laft  a  Sacrifice  to  the  Difeafe,  or  rather  to 
the  Villains  promifed  Remedies:  It  is  al- 
moft  incredible  the  Number  of  poor  Crea¬ 
tures  that  apply  to  me  after  being  with 
fome  of  theDoftors,as  they  call  themfelves ; 
but  a  more  juft  Name  is  Devil  in  Man's 
Cloathing. 


I  now  cannot  help  mentioning  an  In- 
ftance  or  two  out  of  hundreds,  that  have 
occurred*  Some  time  ago,  a  Man  came  to 

L  a  me. 
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me,  defiring  my  Advice  ;  I  afked  him  his 
Cafe,  and  he  related  it  as  follows :  That 
about  feven  Years  ago  he  perceived  himfelf 
infected  with  a  Clap  ;  on  which  he  imme¬ 
diately  applied  to  an  eminent  Surgeon  in  the 
City,  who  after  about  fix  Weeks,  told  him 
he  was  well,  all  the  Symptoms  being  gone 
oft,  and  in  fhort  he  found  himfelf  fo.  But 
that  two  Months  before  he  applied  to  me,  he 
was  attacked  violently  with  a  Pain  in  the 
Throat,  and  lower  Jaw,  but  chiefly  center¬ 
ed  in  one  Tooth  ;  he  was  great)  y  alarmed, 
fimply  fuppofing  it  to  be  occafioned  by  a 
Remains  of  the  Venereal  Complaint,  which 
he  was  cured  of  feven  Years  before,  and 
accordingly  loft  no  Time,  but  went  imme¬ 
diately  to  one  of  the  great  Genius’s  in  the 
O/d  Bally ,  who  confirmed  him  in  his  Opi¬ 
nion,  by  faying  thofe  Symptoms  were  cer¬ 
tain  Marks  of  a  univerfal  Pox,  and  that  it 
was  highly  necefiary  to  preferve  his  Life  to 
undergo  a  flight  Salivation  :  the  Man  con- 
fented,  and  the  Cure  was  fet  about;  in  fhort, 
this  poor  deluded  Man  was  kept  in  a  Spit¬ 
ting  State  (by  the  Ufe  of  Mercurial  Oint¬ 
ment  and  Pills)  for  fix  Weeks;  and  then 
finding  his  Teeth,  Mouth  and  Throat  much 
the  worfe,  wdth  his  Pocket  two  Guinea^ 

lighter. 
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lighter,  he  refolved  to  leave  his  Doctor  in 
Hopes  of  finding  fome  more  eafy  Remedy ; 
on  hearing  this  Relation,  after  afking  a  few 
Queftions,  and  looking  in  the  Man's  Mouth 
to  difcover  this  confirmed  Pox,  I  really 
could  not  help  Smiling,  though  at  the  fame 
Time  I  pityed  the  Man,  who  further  in¬ 
formed  me,  he  was  Journeyman  to  a  Silk- 
Mercer  in  the  City,  and  was  fearful  his 
Matter  would  difcover  it,  meaning  the  Pox, 
as  he  was  ordered  to  eat  no  high  feafoned 
Meats,  &c.  Sec.  I  foon  relieved  him  from 
his  Anxiety,  by  alluring  him,  he  was  free 
from  any  Venereal  Complaint,  and  that  the 
Symptoms  which  he  had  undergone  fo  fe- 
vere  a  Pennance  to  be  cured  of,  were  no 
more  than  the  common  Attendants  of  a 
Cold,  particularly  where  the  Teeth  were  de¬ 
cayed,  which  was  his  Cafe  $  I  therefore  or¬ 
dered  him  to  have  his  Tooth  immediately 
drawn,  and  take  a  Dofe  of  Manna  and  Salts 
once  or  twice  a  Week  to  purge  off  the  Mer¬ 
cury,  which  had  been  fo  injudicioufly  ad- 
miniflred;  he  followed  my  Directions,  and 
called  on  me  in  about  ten  Days  (with  re¬ 
peated  Thanks  for  my  falutary  Advice)  tel¬ 
ling  me  he  had  felt  no  Pain  fince  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  decayed  Tooth,  and  was  in 

great 
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great  Spirits  to  find  his  deplorable  Diforder 
fo  foon  removed.  The  next  I  fhall  mention 
is  a  Perfon  that  lives  in  Holbourn,  who  (as 
he  informs  me)  finding  himfelf  attacked 
with  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  applied  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  fet  of  People  who  call  themfelves  a  So¬ 
ciety  of  Phyficians,  &c.  by  St.  Dunjlans 
Church ,  Fleet-Street,  one  of  whom  he  faw, 
who  gave  him  $  Bottle  of  Drops  that  were 
foon  to  effect  a  Cure,  the  Dofe  Ten  or  Twelve; 
this  Man  continued  them  feme  time, 
but  finding  no  Amendment,  he  increafed 
the  Dofe  to  a  Hundred,  and  a  Hundred 
and  Twenty,  but  found  no  Difference  in 
the  Effedt ;  he  now  difcovered  a  Swelling 
in  his  Groin,  which  terminated  in  a  Buboe; 
he  immediately  applied  to  the  Society,  but 
faw  only  one,  the  fame  Perfon  who  had  be¬ 
fore  given  him  the  Drops,  (and  who  by  the 
bye,  this  Man  informed  me,  he  was  told  in 
the  Neighbourhood  was  a  Barber ;  )  on 
his  telling  him  of  the  Buboe,  he,  this  pre¬ 
tended  Phyfician,  defined  to  fee  it,  which 
was  accordingly  complied  with ;  and  with¬ 
out  doubt  was  judicioufly  examined,  as  you 
will  find  by  the  Remedy,  which  was,  after 
many  fignificant  Looks,  pronounced  to  be 
Shoe-makers  Wax,  as  a  certain  Cure  for 
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alFBuboes;  this  grand  Remedy  was  accord-* 
ingly  applied ;  but  after  a  fewDays,the  poor 
Man  perceiving  the  Diforder  gain  Strength, 
too  late  faw  through  the  Fraud,  and  applied 
to  me,  who  found  him  in  this  Situation, 
with  his  large  Plaifter  of  Shoemakers  Wax, 
which  covered  almoft  the  right  Groin  :  I 
diredtly  opened  the  Buboe,  and  in  fixWeeks 
difmiffed  him,  well.  A  Third  Cafe  I  can-* 
not  help  mentioning,  which,  if  poffible,  is 
a  ftronger  Proof  of  the  Ignorance  of  thefeSet 
of  Men  ;  which  is  this  :  A  young  Man,  of 
about  Twenty  Years  of  Age,  a  Jeweller  by 
Trade,  called  on  me  about  Ten  Days  ago, 
in  the  Evening,  defiring  my  Advice  :  He 
related  his  Complaint  in  this  manner;  That 
about  five  Weeks  before,  he  had  Reafon  to 
fuppofe  he  had  contracted  a  Clap,  but  no 
Symptom  appeared,  neverthelefs  he  went 
to  the  very  wife  Practitioner  in  the  Cure 
of  this  Diforder,  who  lives  in  Blue-Crofs 

Street ,  Leicefter-  Fields,  by  whom  he 
Was  told  that  he  was  infedled,  and  it  was 

an  Infeftion  of  the  *  black  Nature,  he  there** 
fore  had  Medicines  of  courfe ;  but  one 

Evening 

*  What  this  Man  could  Mean  by  an  Infe&ion  of  the 

BlackdXature,  I  confefs  I  am  ignorant,  only  with  his  Prac¬ 
tice  was  no  blacker  than  the  Difeafe. 
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Evening  as  he  was  going  home  from  his 
Dodlor,  unluckily  he  fell  down  and  bruifed 
his  Knee,  which  before  the  next  Evening 
was  much  fwelled  ;  accordingly  the  Doc¬ 
tor  was  confulted,  (without  being  informed 
of  the  Fall  he  had  received  the  preceding 
Night)  who  on  a  thorough  Examination, 
pronounced  it  a  Venereal  Swelling,  andpro- 
pofed  his  taking  Pills  for  fome  Time,  that 
he  might  intirely  root  it  out.  I  really 
laughed  heartily  on  hearing  the  Account, 
and  the  young  Gentleman  feemed  highly 
pleafed,  that  he  had  fo  well  experienced  his 
Dodlor’s  Judgment,  and  was  much  more  fo 
when  I  allured  him  he  had  no  Venereal 
Symptoms,  nor  had  he  been  the  lead  in¬ 
jured  (except  in  the  Mind)  only  by  taking 
the  Ignoramus’s  Medicines,  which  had  re¬ 
duced  him  in  Fled]. 

I  have  now  given  a  few  Inftances  of  the 
Ignorance  and  Villainy  of  thefe  People;  a 
Subject  I  always  thought  below  my  Pen ; 
and  it  is  with  fomeReludtanoe  I  fubmit  it  to 
the  Public  Eye;  but  my  Intentions  are  not 
topleafethe  Critic,  but  to  ferve  my  Fellow- 
creatures  ;  which  I  found  I  could  no  ways 
thoroughly  accomplifli,  without  giving  fome 

Pre-. 
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Precautions  that  may  ferve  as  Beacons  to 
the  Unthinking,  and  prevent  their  Iplitting 
oh  thofe  fatal  Rocks. 

Therefore  (hall  end  this  Subject  with  only 
a  few  Hints  (more  particularly)  refpecting 
fucli  Perfons  or  Companies,  as  they  limply 
ftile  themfelves,  who  endeavour  to  impofe 
on  the  Public,  and  at  the  fame  Time  hide 
their  Perfons.  Thefe  Kind  of  Wretches 
ought  to  be  fhunned  as  the  Fire  of  Death:  la 
fhort,  nothing  can  equal  the  Folly  of  thofe 
who  rifque  their  Health,  by  taking  pub- 
lifhed  Medicines,  where  the  Authors  are  not 
known.  Indeed,  I  have  the  more  Reafon  to 
fpeak,  as  1  have  many  Indances  where  fuch 
credulous  Perfons  have  had  woeful  Caufes 
to  repent  it.  The  Motives  for  Authors  con¬ 
cealing  themfelves,  can  never  bear  examin¬ 
ing,  which  is  often  done  under  a  Title  of  a 
Company  of  Phyftcians,  Surgeons,  &c.  This 
is  now  become  too  common  a  cheat,  and  ea - 
iily  feen  thro'.  Pray  was  there  ever  a  Phy- 
lician  or  Surgeon  afhamed  of  his  Profefiion  ? 
Or  is  any  honed  Man  afraid  of  his  Practice 
being  publicly  known  ?  On  the  Contrary, 
every  Practitioner  is  endeavouring  rather  to 
extend  the  Knowledge  of  it.  In  a  word,  I 

M  don’t 
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don’t  believe  any  Gentleman,  regularly  edu-* 
cated  in  Phyfick,  would  be  concerned  in  fuch 
Combinations:  I  fay,  I  don’t  believe,  for  I 
have  great  Reafon,  having  been  informed 
theft  Companies  confift  chiefly  of  the  lowed: 
Mechanicks ;  which  Informations  I  have 
Reafon  to  believe  to  be  juft,  by  examining 
their  Treatment  of  Patients,  who  as  I  be¬ 
fore  obferved,  have  been  afterwards  under 
my  Care.  I  conceive  every  Practitioner  is 
accountable  (by  the  Laws  of  his  Country) 
for  the  Effects  of  his  Medicine,  in  Cafes 
where  fatal  Confequences  enfue:  but  a  fet 
of  Men,  under  fuch  Colours,  Practice,  fell 
their  Medicines,  right  or  wrong,  defy  the 
Confequences,  or  in  other  Words,  ftab 
their  Fellow-creatures  in  the  Dark,  without 
r liking  their  Perfons  or  Reputations. 

That  this  Difcourfe  may  ftill  be  attended 
with  more  Benefit  to  the  Public  (by  which 
if  I  fhould  prove  the  Means  of  faving  one  of 
my  Fellow-creatures  from  the  Deftrucftion 
that  generally  follows  their  Credulity,  I  am 
amply  rewarded)  I  fhall  now  take  fome 
Notice  of  a  few  particular  publiihed  Me¬ 
dicines  for  the  Cure  of  Venereal  Infections*. 

where 
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where  the  Authors  are  known  :  i  ft,  Key - 
fep  s  Pills  have  been  ftrongly  recommend¬ 
ed  in  the  Pamphlet  published  for  that 
Purpofe,  which  gives  an  Account  of  their 
good  Effiedts  in  a  Number  of  Cafes  at  Paris : 
the  Author,  Mr *Keyfer,  feems  to  confine  the 
Cafes  to  confirmed  Poxes.  Whether  he  pro- 
pofed  their  being  given  on  every  Occafion, 
fuch  as  flight  Claps,  &c.  I  do  not  pretend 
to  determine 5  but  be  this  as  it  will,  I  verily 
believe,  they  are  the  beft  Preparation  of 
Mercury  offered  to  the  Public,  becaufe  they 
&re  the  mildeft ;  neverthelefs  they,  as  well 
as  all  other  Preparations,  where  the  Patient 
is  not  purged,  certainly  Occafion  a  fore 
Mouth  and  Gums ;  and  if  continued,  a 
Spitting,  with  other  Symptoms  of  a  Saliva¬ 
tion.  2 d*  Hawkjbee's  Pills  are  a  Medicine 
I  by  no  Means  approve  of ;  they  are  pre¬ 
pared  from  Mercury,  and  are  much  ftr ang¬ 
er  than  the  former,  therefore  more  pernici¬ 
ous;  that  they  are  a  Preparation  of  Mer¬ 
cury,  I  am  certain  (though  it  is  Amply  de¬ 
nied  in  the  Advertifements  fince  the  Death 
of  the  Author,  who  always  adminiftred 
them  as  fuch)  from  their  Effedts ;  a  recent 
Inftance  of  which  I  had  as  follows ;  about 

M  z  ten 
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ten  or  twelve  Days  ago,  a  Perfon  applied  to 
me,  who  had  a  Clap  on  him  that  had  been 
contracted  a  Week  before,  in  which  Time 
he  had  been  taking  Hawkjbees  Pills;  they 
had  brought  on  a  Spitting,  with  a  violent 
fwelled  Pace  ;  and  in  fhort,  every  Symtom 
of  an  approaching  Salivation  :  by  thefe 
Means,  as  indeed  is  always  the  Cafe,  where, 
fuch  Remedies  are  given,  every  Complaint 
was  increafed,  particularly  the  Cferdee,  by 
the  violent  Inflammation  of  the  Parts,  and 

the  Heat  in  the  Blood,  occafioned  by  the 
Mercury. 

I  immediately  ordered  a  thin,  cooling  Re^ 
gimen,  and  purged  him  every  fecond  or  third 
Day,  with  Manna  and  Salts,  till  the  EfFebts 
of  the  Mercury  was  pretty  well  gone ;  in 

whichTime,  indeed,  theDiforder  was  nearly 
fubdued:  I  then  gave  my  Medicine  for  a 
Week,  and  difmifled  him  well ;  and,  to 
makeufe  of  his  own  Words,  <c  A  fevere  Pe¬ 
nance  he  had  for  his  Folly.”  I  am  not  igno¬ 
rant,  that  a  few  Years  fince,  thefe  Pills  were 
in  great  Reputation  for  curing  this  Difeafe: 
For  my  Part,  I  don’t  know  what  ufe  they 
might  be  of  in  feme  Degrees  of  a  Pox# 
when  adminiftered  under  the  Care  of  the 

Author ; 
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Author;  but  as  to  a  Clap,  inftead  of  U(e, 
they  are  of  infinite  Mifchief. 

Bellojle's  Pills  have  much  the  fame  Effect 
as  thefe. 

I  fhall  next  mention  the  Jefuits  Drops* 
This  Medicine,  by  the  Succeflbrs  of  one 
Walker ,  who  was  a  Printer  in  the  Old  Bally , 
is  recommended  for  the  Cure  of  all  Weak* 
nefies  in  both  Sexes,  as  alfo  all  Symptoms 
of  the  Venereal  Dileafe, 

I  would  now  afk  every  judicious  Man,  If 
any  thing  can  pofiibly  be  fo  abfurd;  the 
very  Means  that  muft  pox  the  Patient,  is  to 
cure  him.  I  confefs  it  has  often  been  a  Mat¬ 
ter  of  Aftoniftiment  to  me,  that  the  Public 
could  be  impofed  on  in  this  Manner?  as  the 
very  Recommendation  is  fo  ridiculous,  that 
a  Perfon  with  common  Reafon,  without  the 
lead  Knowledge  qf  Medicine,  muft  laugh 
at  it. 

Thofe  other  Drops,  called  by  the  fame 
Name,  which  Rock  on  Ludgate-hill  recom¬ 
mends  in  the  lame  Manner,  to  cure  all 
Weaknefies,  Venereal  Complaints,  &c.  the 
Stupidity  of  which  Cant  I  have  juft  men- 
A  ‘  tioned* 
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tioned,  neverthelefs,  fliall  obferve,  that  if  the 
Afflidted  would  but  make  the  leaft  Reflec¬ 
tion  or,  (if  not  acquainted  with  the  Town,) 
fome  Enquiry,  they  would  foon  trace  thefe 
Kinds  of  People,  from  their  Original,  and 
difcover  their  grand Impofitions,  and  daring 
Impudence,  to  thus  impofe  on  (and  what  is 
worfe)  deftroy  the  Health  of  Mankind:  Pity 
It  is,  that  our  Legiflature  has  never  thought 
it  worthy  Notice  to  inflidl  a  proper  Punifh- 
ment  on  thofe  baneful  Set  of  Men. 

But  to  return  to  the  Subjedl  :  This  ri* 
diculous  Medicine,  called  Jefuits  Drops,  is 
nothing  more  than  a  Tindlure  taken  out  of 
Quincy  %  Difpenfatory  ;  made  as  follows  ; 

Take  Bals.  Capiv.  Gum  Guaic.  Oil  of 
Saflafras,  with  Spirits  of  Wine,  and  digeft 
together:  What  little  Virtue  this  Medicine 
can  have,  is  that  of  an  Aftringent  j  therefore 
when  taken  in  a  Clap,  as  diredled,  it  muft 
leffen  the  Difcharge,  by  which  the  Patient 
will  be  poxed  or,  at  other  Times,  the  Mat¬ 
ter  will  betranflated  to  the  Tefticles  :  Of  this 
I  have  had  many  Inftances :  The  fame  is 
obferved  by  Mr.  Wat  hen ,  Surgeon,  in  his 

Notes 
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fTptes  on  this  Difeafe:  Bat  let  him  fpeak 
for  himfelf.  <c  I  have  given  a  fair  Trial 
sc  of  the  adverdfed  Jefuits  Drops,  whole 
EfFedls  very  nearly  refemble  thole  of  Bal- 
“  fam  Capivi ;  But  as  adminidered  by  tholh 

“  whofe  Property  it  is,  generally  produces 
“  fwelled  Tedicles,  Buboes,  and  a  con- 
**  firmed  Lues  Venerea.  Many  Patients 


u  who  have  taken  that  Medicine,  have,  at 


tc  different  Times,  applied  to  me  (and  I 
u  doubt  not  others)  in  fuch  Circumdancesf  ’ 


After  whaj  has  been  faid,  it  mud  be  evident 
to  every  unprejudiced  Reader,  that  the  Ad- 
minidering  fueh  fuppofed  Remedies,  mud? 
be  attended  with  the  mod  deplorable  Confe- 
quences,  for  which  no  retaliation  can  poffi- 
bly  be  made.  And  as  the  whole  Nation,  has 
long  been  lhamefully  deluded,  and  impofed 
on  by  fuch  Means,  I  think  every  Author  who 
writeson  this  Difeafe,  is  very  culpable  if  he 
does  not  expofe  the  Stupidity  and  Hurt  oi 
fuch  vile  Medicines. 

For  my  Part,  had  I  fa  flic  lent  Abilities  to 
Criucife,  I  would  be  far  from  taking  No- 
tice  of  Errors,  purely,  for  the  fake  of 
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(hewing  my  Parts  or  judgment  ;  nor 
have  I,  I  hope,  fo  much  ill-Nature  to 
find  fault  upon  no  other  Pretence  than 
to  mak£  People  uneafy;  yet,  I  think  it  would 
he  an  unpardonable  Crime,  in  any  Perfon 
filently  to  permit  pernicious  Practices ;  for 
certainly  People  of  Profeffions  ought  to 
look  upon  themfelves  as  Servants  to  the 
Public  3  and  fhould  ftudy,  by  all  reafonable 
Means,  to  promote  the  common  Good, 
iince  they  are  entrufted  with  whatever  is 
dear  to  Mankind  ;  it  is  not  enough  that 
they  honeftly  difcharge  themfelves  of  the 
confidence  that  is  put  in  them,  but  they 
fhould  alfo  endeavour  to  preferve  their  dif¬ 
ferent  Sciences  from  the  Tarnifh  of  Craft, 
Bigotry,  Avarice,  Superftition,  and  Igno¬ 
rance;  by  taking  reafon  for  their  Guide, 
and  judging  without  Partiality,  or  Preju¬ 
dice  ;  and  a  Man  of  Underftanding,  affifted 
by  Experience,  may,  and  will  be  as  com¬ 
petent  a  Judge  in  thofe  Matters  as  the  moft 
refined  Genius  :  There  is  one  Thing  in  the 
Knowledge  of  Phyfic,  I  am  certain  of,  and 
that  is,  the  clearer  any  one  fees  into  the 
Nature  and  Caufe  of  a  Dilorder,  the  lefs 
perplexed  will  be  his  Method  of  Cure. 


In 
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Contains  fame  particular  Remarks . 

IN  the  Courfe  of  Practice,  I  have  had  an 
almoft  incredible  Number  of  Patients  af¬ 
flicted  with  the  different  Species  of  the  Vene¬ 
real  Difeafe,  fo  as  to  have  become  even  to 
a  Degree  of  being  frightful  Sights ;  others 
left  labouring  under  Gleets  and  the  word 

Weaknefles  and  Imbecilities :  all  thefe  Com- 

\ 

plaints  have  been  occafioned  either  by  the 
rough  Methods  ufed  in  the  Cure,  or  by  a 
long  Negled!  in  not  applying  to  proper 
Perfons  for  a  Remedy.  Some  indeed,  the 
latter  Diforders,  by  a  continued  debauched 
Life,  or  what  is  ft  ill  worfe,  and  with  fihame 
be  it  fpoken  to  Mankind,  is  that  curled  and 
abominable  Crime  of  Self-Pollution.  (The 
Confequence  and  Cure  of  which,  I  final  1 
mention  anon.)  However,  from  one,  or  per¬ 
haps  all  thefe  Caufes,  they  are  left  in  the 
moft  wretched  State,  the  Genital  Parts 
being  totally  relaxed,  having  ioft  all  Power. 
I  now  confefs,  I  was  not  a  little  perplexed 
with  thefe  Cafes,  and  it  was  much  concern 
to  me  that  I  could  not  give  my  Patients  the 
Aftiftance  I  would  willingly  have  done. 
After  feme  Time,  and  a  Number  of  fruit- 
lefs  Trials,  at  laid  I  was  fo  happy  to  fix  on  a 

.  N  Me. 
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Medicine,  which  I  have  adminiftered  with 
amazing  Succefs.  This  Remedy  I  never  in¬ 
tended  to  have  publifhed,  contriving  it  pur- 
pofely  for  fuch  Patients  as  were  under  my 
Care  ;  but,  as  I  juft  obferved,  finding  it  fo 
extreamiy  certain  in  its  Effects,  imagined  it 
muft  receive  a  general  Welcome  from  the 
Public;  andhave  fince  found  thofe Imagina¬ 
tions  were  juft.  No  lucrative  View  could 
be  a  Motive  for  doing  it,  (anymore  than  I 
well  knew’  it  would  confequently  further 
eftablifh  my  Reputation  in  the  Cure  of  all  Di  re¬ 
orders  relative  to  the  Parts  appropriated  for 
Generation)  As  however  high  the  Price  may 
appear  in  refpedt  to  the  Quantity,  I  de¬ 
clare,  the  Preparation  is  fo  Expenfive,  that 
in  regard  to  the  Profits  arifing  from  the 
bare  Sale  only,  it  would  be  very  inconfider- 
able.  This  Medicine  I  have  juft  published, 
under  the  Title  of  the  Reflorative  Remedy , 
or  Cordial  Drops  :  Thefe  Drops  are  really 
Nature’s  Affiftant,  where  fhe  is  giving  way 
either  from  Debauches  of  different  Kinds, 
or  where  the  Decay  is  the  Confequence  of 
Age:  in  this  Cafe  they  are  found  of  infi¬ 
nite  Service,  as  they  almoft  incredibly  re¬ 
move  thofe  common  Symptoms,  which  are 

known 
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known  to  attend  approaching  old  Age,  by 
which  Life,  though  extended  to  the  laft 
Stage,  is  rendered  much  rqore  comfortable. 


In  its  Operation,  id:.  It  isa  Cordial,  and  that 
of  the  higheft  and  mod  lingular  Nature,  by 
which  it  circulates  the  Juices,  enlivens  the 
Spirits,  and  recreates  all  the  Faculties  both 
of  the  Body  and  Mind.  2d,  It  diffipates  all 
Kinds  of  Weakneffes  and  Imbecilities,  re- 
ftoring  Strength  and  Vigour  to  a  decayed 
Conftitution.  As  it  co-operates  with  Na¬ 
ture,  without  forcing  the  Veffels  $  fo  it  even 
furnilhes  Matter,  as  well  as  quickens  De¬ 
li  res  :  in  lliort,  it  never  fails  to  excite  con¬ 
jugal  Intercourfes  where  the  Conftitution  by 
any  Misfortunes  or  Irregularities  has  fallen 
into  a  Coldnefs,  Indifference,  or  total  Ina¬ 
bility  to  thofe  Adis:  even  Age  is  not  exempt 
from  the  Affiftance  of  this  Remedy,  to  tha£ 
Degree,  that  the  moll  Credulous  would 
fcarce  credit  the  Report,  and  yet  this  is  a 
Fa<S  confirmed  by  a  great  Number  of  In- 
fiances.  3d,  it  is  in  the  ftricteft  Senfe, 
Nature’s  Help  and  Support,  by  what  Means 
foever  injured ;  it  warms,  comforts  and 
npurilhes  the  whole  Vital  Syftem*  There- 

N  §,  fore 
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fore  may  with  the  greatefi:  Certainty  and 
Safety  be  depended  on,  for  having  thefe 
Effe&s,  which  are  not  effedted  by*  any 
Stimulating  Power,  too  often  the  Cafe  oi' 
Medicines  ignorantly  and  vilely  adminifier- 
ed,  to  provoke  Luft  ;  the  Confequences  of 
which  have  proved  of  fatal  EfFe&s  ;  for  in¬ 
deed,  is  it  pofiible  for  fuch  Medicines  ever 
to  give  Power,  though  fometimes  they  ex¬ 
cite  Defires ;  but  even  to  accomplish  that,  it  . 
requires  the  greatefi  Care  to  fix  the  Dofe, 
and  if  often  ufed  (which  I  think  none  but 
Mad-men  will  do)  deftroys  all  thofe  Parts  that 
it  principally  adds  upon. 


But  to  return  to  the  Subjedl :  this  Medi¬ 
cine  has  not  only  given  the  mod  incontefti- 
ble  Proofs  of  being  the  greatefi:  Refiorative 
in  Nature,  but  has  adlually  removed  the 
attendant Caufes on  Sterility  or  Barren nefs  in 
one  Sex,  and  Impotency  in  the  other,  by  re- 
coveringthe  Ufe  of  the  natural  Meansfor  Pro¬ 
pagation.  I  have  received  a  Number  of 
Letters  of  Thanks  from  many  Families  that 
have  (unexpedfcedly)  found  thefe  wonderful 
Efiedls.  For,  moil  undoubtedly,  nothing 
is  fo  interefting  to  Mankind  as  the  recover¬ 
ing 
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ing  the  Powers  of  this  Kind,  &c.  No 
State  being  fo  miferabie  as  a  State  of  Inabi¬ 
lity,  refpefting  conjugal  Ads ;  and  on  the 
other  Hand,  the  want  of  Children,  (even 
■where  every  other  Bleffing  is  enjoyed)  is  an 
Affiidion  of  a  very  peculiar  Nature,  which 
none  but  thofe  fo  circumftanced  can  poffi- 
bly  judge  of  3  as  indeed  there  is  fome  Reafon 
to  fear  there  are  often  fevere  Refledions  in  the 
Marriage  State,  on  that  Account.  Alfo,  in 
all  Cafes  where  floughly  and  cold  Humours 
have  clogged  the  Reins  and  Genital  Parts 
(which  I  have  found  to  be  the  Caufe  of  Im- 
potency  in  the  Male,  and  Sterility  in  the 
Female)  which  occafions  many  other  Mis¬ 
chiefs,  this  Medicine  is  of  great  Service,  by 
freeing  the  Parts  from  the  Obftrudions  and 
renewing  the  Natural  Strength, 

As  I  juft  mentioned  the  Efficacy  of  this 
Remedy  in  thofe  Complaints  brought  on 
by  that  unnatural  Crime  of  Self-Pollution* 
I  fhall  now  take  fome  Notice  of  it 3  and 
Pirft  then  as  to  the  Caufe  or  Means  of  that 
Ad,  I  imagine  few  Readers  will  be  Igno¬ 
rant  which  way  it  is  accomplifhed  3  but 
thofe  that  are,  if  it  is  in  my  Power,  fhall 

con- 
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continue  fo ;  for  I  am  of  Opinion,  that  no- 
ticeing  to  the  W orld,  there  are  fuch  Things 
to  be  heard,  feen,  or  felt,  is  done  always 
with  an  Intent  to  raife  the  Curiofity,  that 
they  may  be  Partakers  of  thofe  Events ;  but 
a  ftronger  Motive,  I  fear  too  often  prevails, 
which  is  the  Informer’s  private  Emolument* 
But  I  would  be  underflood  to  mean  parti¬ 
cular  Circumftances. 

I  remember,  as  long  ago  as  the  Y eat* 
1756,  a  book  was  publifhed,  called  Onania ; 
but  the  Author  for  Reafons,  bed  known  to 
himfelf,  took  care  to  conceal  his  Name  • 
This  Performance  was  allowed  not  only  by 
the  Faculty,  but  by  every  judicious  Perfon, 
to  be  an  immodeft,  ridiculous  and  fcandalous 
Publication  :  and  I  well  remember  a  Gen¬ 
tleman  (now  in  a  very  confiderablc  Em¬ 
ployment)  telling  me  one  Evening,  as  we 
wrere  talking  of  it  at  a  Coffee- Xdoufe,  that 
if  it  was  poffible  at  an  Expence  of  ten 
Thoufand  Pounds,  he  would  bring  the 
thor  to  fevere  Punifhment;  and  at  the  fame 
time  lamented,  that  our  Laws  would  not 
affedt  him.  After  a  little  Paufe,  he  told  me 
the  Reafon  of  his  high  Difpleafure,  as  fol¬ 
lows  5  that  the  third  or  fourth  Day  after  this 
Book  was  Publifhed,  he  was  walking  gent- 
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Sy  up  Stairs,  but  was  fuddenly  alarmed  at 
hearing  his  two  Daughters  in  a  loud  Fit  of 
Laughter 5  he  accordingly  hadily  opened  the 
Door,  and  faw  the  Elded  with  this  Book  in 
her  Hand,  and  the  other  in  no  very  decent 
Podure.  Shocked  at  thefe  Circumftances, 
he  took  the  Book  from  them,  with  a  fevere 
Reprimand;  and  now  declared,  once  again* 
he  had  rather  have  given  half  his  Fortune 
(not  having  been  himfeif  fince)  than  fuch 
an  Affair  mould  have  happened.  There  can 
be  no  Manner  of  Doubt  but  a  Number  of 
fimilar  Indances  have  been  produced  through 
the  Publication  of  fuch  an  Obfcene,  and  in 
Ihort,  vile  Difcourfe.  Surely  the  good  Man 
might  have  publifhed  his  Remedies  for  the 
Relief  of  Complaints  occafioned  by  that 
word  of  Crimes,  (which  by  the  Bye,  though 
I  have  known  feveral  of  the  Faculty,  as  well 
as  myfelf,  who  have  given  all  his  Medicines 
a  fair  Trial,  yet  could  find  none  of  thole 
good  Effects  he  vainly  and  emptily  talks  of, 
without  any  Reafon)  without  introducing 
fuch  Letters  as  I  will  venture  to  affirm 
where  never  before  feen  in  Print.  This 
calls  to  my  Mind,  that  recent  In  dance  we 
had  lb  much  defpifed  by  the  World,  of  the 

Rev. 


Rev.  Mr.  Kidgell' s  Publication  of  his 
ceedingly  Profane  Pfny  on  WG?nan9  fuppof- 
ed  to  be  wrote  by  Mr.  Wilkes ;  and  what  in 
all  probability  might  have  been  buried  in 
Oblivion,  had  not  this  careful  Collector  of 
choice  Manufcripts  obliged  the  World  with 
them.  I  at  this  Inftant  recollect  a  few  Lines 
inferted  in  one  of  the  Daily-Papers,  and  as 
I  think  they  are  well  adapted,  fhall  offer 
them  to  the  Reader  for  his  Opinion. 

\ 

“  O  Grief  of  Griefs ,  the  Parfon  cries, 

*<  Blafpheming  Words  to  write ; 

“  O  Grief  of  Griefs ,  the  People  cry, 

«  po  bring  fuch  Words  to  Light . 

After  all,  I  do  not  pretend  to  determine 
whether  I  am  right  in  my  Opinion  or  not,  as 
I  only  offer  what  I  have  faid  as  indigefted 
Thoughts :  Therefore  to  return  to  the  Sub¬ 
jects  I  flialljuft  mention  thofb  common  Symp¬ 
toms  which  are  occafioned  by  that  damnable 
Habit,  called  Self-Pollution,  ift.  The  Per- 
fon  becomes  feeble,  has  frequent  Pains  in  his 
Head  and  Back,  alfo  in  the  Groin  and  Tef- 
ticles,  the  Seminal  Yeflels  by  being  {trained* 
foon  become  relax’d  s  the  Seed  coming 

away 
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dWay  with  little  or  no  Provocation  ;  or  even 
on  ufing  much  Exercife,  and  fometimes  on 
going  to  ftool.  2d.  To  thefe  may  be  added* 
that  the  affiidled  has  feldom  any  Eredlion 
of  the  Penis,  but  when  he  has,  it  is  of  very 
fliort  Duration,  and  even  then  very  weak, 
fo  as  not  to  anfwer  the  Intentions  of  Nature. 
3d.  After  thefe  Symptoms,  or  others  of  the 
like  Nature,  have  continued  fome  Time, 
they  frequently  bring  on  a  Hedtic  State, 
which  ends  in  a  total  Decline. 

It  is  true  there  are  a  Number  more  Com¬ 
plaints  occafioned  by  the  above  Practice^ 
but  thefe  are  enough  to  inform  the  Patient 
of  the  Caufe,  where  he  knows  himfelf 
guilty-  and  as  to  others  it  could  be  of  no 
Ufe  if  five  Hundred  were  named.  Now  as 

a 

to  a  Remedy,  I  fincerely  aver  the  Reftora - 
five  Drops  (often  mentioned)  have  fucceeded 

in  almoft  all  thefe  Cafes  where  a  fair  Trial 
has  been  given  and  would  the  Nature  of 
the  Complaints  allow  of  it,  could  refer  any 
Perfon  to  a  Number,  who  either  by  Perfon 
or  Letter  have  declared  themfelves  abfolute- 
]y  recovered,  (but  give  me  leave  to  obferve, 
that  except  the  grand  Caufe  is  entirely  ab- 

C)  flained 
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ftained  from,  this,  norany  other  Remedy,  will 
effedl  a  Cure)  but  where  it  has  in  feme 
Meafure  failed,  or  the  Perfon’s  Patience  did 
not  well  hold  out,  I  have  aflifted  its  Efforts 
by  adding  other  Medicines,  which  in  fome 
Conftitutions  has  been  done  with  Advantage. 
In  fhort,  honeftly  fpeaking,  I  have  had  no 
Inftances  but  where  I  have  given  great  Re¬ 
lief,  and  indeed  very  few  but  where  I  have 
thoroughly  recovered  them. 


CHAP.  IX. 


CAREFUL  Obfervations  of  the  Sue- 
cefs  and  Mifcarriages  attending  an 
extenfive  Praftice,  are  certainly  the  only 
Means  of  arriving  at  any  Degree  of  Certain¬ 
ty,  in  the  curative  Part  of  Phyfic  ;  and  a 
rational  Theory,  accompanied  by  the  Know¬ 
ledge  thus  acquired,  muft  make  the  Syftem 
of  Medicine  the  nioft  Perfeft  and'  Valuable. 
A  Practioner,  without  Theory,  not  under- 
ftanding  the  Laws  of  the  Animal  Oecono- 
my,  muft  be  a  Stranger  to  the  Changes  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  Conftitution  by  Difeafes  : 
he  not  being  able  to  form  a  Method  of 

Cure  y 
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Cure  ;  neither  can  he  Account  for  the  Ope¬ 
ration  of  his  Remedies,  or  to  what  End  they 
were  prefcribed  ;  and  the  Theorift,  for 
want  of  Practice  to  confirm  his  Specula¬ 
tions,  will  be  often  perplexed,  and  go  aftray: 
tho’  he  can  project  a  methodical  Scheme  of 
Cure,  according  to  the  Forms  and  Rules 
laid  down  by  Authors,  yet  its  Succefs  can 
only  be  warranted  from  Experience  ;  this 
makes  him  acquainted  with  a  Set  of  Me¬ 
dicines  that  can  be  relied  on,  as  alfo  enables 
him  to  difcover  the  Nature  and  the  Caufe, 
and  to  comprehend  the  Symptoms  and 
Events  of  Difeafes  with  Perfpicuity  and 
Judgment. 

Where  thefe  Matters  have  been  pro¬ 
perly  attended  to,  great  Difcoveries  in  the 
Medical  Art  have  been  made :  and  I  make 
no  doubt  but  many  more  which  have  never 
been  publickly  known,  owing  to  the  Au¬ 
thor’s  Fear  of  being  branded  with  the  Name 
ofQuackor  Secret  Hunter,  and  one  that  is  en¬ 
deavouring  to  impofe  on  Mankind  ;  alas!  to 
what  a  low  Ebb  muft  the  nobleft  of  all  Arts 
be  funk !  (that  Art  which  was  handed  down 
from  God  himfelf)  labouring  under  this 

O  2  abomin- 
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abominable  Bondage,  that  the  regular  Prac- 
titioner,  who  has  been  inftrudted  in  his  Pro- 
fefiion  at  a  large  Expence,  joined  to  a  long 
Series  of  Years,  taken  up  in  Application 
and  Study,  gone  through  with  much  Pains 
and  Labour  ? —  fhould  be  after  all  obliged  to 
confine  himfelf  to  the  general  Opinion  of 
other  Men,  (many  of  whom,  Pack-Horfe 
like,  travel  on  in  the  common  Path,  though 
attended  with  much  Difficulty,  and  often  to 
the  greatefl:  Prejudice  to  Mankind)  or  fuffer 
the  before-mentioned  Reproach.  And  why  all 
this  ?  I  could  never  fee  any  other  Reafons 
than  becaufe  a  Number  of  illiterate  ignorant 
Fellows  tell  the  World  they  have  Medicines 
that  will  cure  this  or  that  Diforder,  which  is 
in  the  Power  of  every  Shoe-black  to  affirm, 
therefore  (according  to  the  too  often,  and  I 
may  add  fnnply  received  Opinion)  it  muft 
follow  that  every  Perfon  though  ever  fo  well 
accomplifhed,  mufl  (by  capricious  Cavillers 
and  ignorant  Churls)  infomeDegreebeloaded 
with  vile  Infinuations :  but  it  may  be  worth 
Notice,  that  this  generally  comes  from  evil 
Minds,  who  are  always  much  affedted  to 
fee  another  more  eminently  ufeful  than 
themfdves:  It  is  well  known  to  the  Gen- 

t  ^  #  * 
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demen  of  the  Faculty,  the  many  Improve* 
ments  and  Difcoveries  that  have  been  made 
In  Surgery,  not  only  in  the  Treatment  of 
Wounds,  and  the  reducing  of  Fradlures  and 
Diflocations,  but  in  the  moft  Capital  Opera¬ 
tions,  thofe  that  were  a  Century  ago  per¬ 
formed  with  much  Difficulty  and  Danger, 
are  now  accomplished  in  half  the  Time 
with  greater  eafe,  and  much  lefs  Rifk  to 
the  Patient’s  Life.  Relpecfting  P hylic,  they 
have  been  no  lefs  fuccefsful  in  difcoveringthe 
moft  valuable  Remedies.  Many  have  been 
known  to  the  world,  and  I  fear  the  be¬ 
fore-mentioned  Reafcns  may  have  prevent¬ 
ed  others  from  being  made  known;  for  tho5 
the  Gentlemen  who  may  have  Invented  fuch 
Medicines,  and  Adminifteredthem  in  private 
Practice,  yet  they  cannot  be  attended  with 
that  general  Service  as  if  made  Public  ;  for 
my  Part,  I  could  never  fee  the  Impropriety 
of  acquainting  Mankind  that  I  had  a  pe~ 
cular  Remedy  for  this,  or  that  Diforder  ; 
nor  can  I  conceive  the  Difference  between 
giving  this  Information  by  Advertifement, 
or  in  a  Book  ;  furely  it  is  one  and  the  lame 
Thing.  And  yet,  that  this  has,  and  is  fre¬ 
quently  done,  by  the  greateft  Authors,  is  a 
.*  ?  -  1 
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known  Fad,  fome  quite  conceal  their  Me¬ 
thods,  and  others  deliver  them  in  fiich  an 
obfcure  Manner  that  they  confine  the  Prac¬ 
tice  to  themfelves.  Plowever,  from  what 
I  have  now  faid,  I  would  not  have  it  thought 
that  I  am  fpeaking  on  my  own  Account  ; 
for  I  declare  it  is  a  Matter  of  Indifference 
to  me,  whether  I  ever  have  another  Auvertife- 
ment  inferted,  refpeding  any  Medicine  $ 
on  the  other  Hand,  I  muft  advance,  that  it 
is  my  Opinion,  where  Medical  Difcoveries 
are  made,  founded  onReafon  and  Experience, 
and  the  Authors  Publickly  known  to  be 
Men  of  Conduct  and  Judgment  in  their  Pro- 
feftion,itmuft  be  the  more  beneficial,  as  it  is 
the  more  known  to  the  World.  But  then  it 
may  be  anfwered,  what  has  a  News-Paper 
to  do  with  it,  a  valuable  Remedy  will  make 
itfelf  known,  particularly  when  aiTifted  by 
the  Circle  of  an  Acquaintance  ?  But  how¬ 
ever  plaufible  this  mayfeem,  I  muft  beg  leave 
to  fay,  let  any  Thing  appear  new,  no  Mat¬ 
ter  how  good  the  Invention,  and  there  will 
immediately  raife  up  crouds  of  ftrong  Op¬ 
ponents,  many  of  which  I  fear  find  Fault 
not  through  the  beft  of  Motives ;  others  do 
it  for  want  of  taking  Reafon  for  their  Guides 

or 
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or  are  Bigots  to  their  own  Ways  long  ingraft¬ 
ed  in  them,  and  therefore  endeavour  to  find 
Faults  where  there  are  none,  merely  for  the 
fake  of  doing  fo,  or  to  appear  Men  of  Farts, 
And  Laftly,  Another  Sort  may  blame  the 
Authors,  bee au fe  they  want  Senfe  to  judge 
of  the  Goodnefs  of  the  Remedy,  and  the 
Nature  of  the  Difeafe.  The  fame  has  been 
obferved  by  the  greateft  of  Men,  as  you  will 
fee  by  the  following  Quotation. 

This  calls  to  my  Mind  the  W ords  of  an 
Antient  but  Valuable  Author.  Although 
my  new  Method  may  feem  ftrange  to 
“  fome,  it  can  be  only  to  fuch  as  believe 
“  that  no-body  knows  more  than  them- 
<c  felves)  who  think,  that  the  Univerfality 
of  all  Learning:  is  locked  uo  within  their 
i(  Microcofm  ;  and  that  if  they  be  i o*no- 

J  O 

“  rant  of  it,  fo  mud  all  the  reft  of  the 
“  World  befides:  fuch  there  are  in  the 
“  World,  and  from  fuch  I  can  expedt  no- 
**  thing  but  Slander  and  Calumny :  But 
**  the  beft  is,  it  is  not  my  Portion  alone* 
€C  therein  I  am  a  Companion  for  the  beft  of 
s<  Men.  It  was  always  the  Fate  of  the 
firft  Authors  of  any  Invention  (though 
*  44  never 
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€t  never  fo  good)  to  meet  with  Opproby 

u  and  Contempt ;  and  I  know  no  Reafon 

st  why  I  alone  fhould  be  exempt  from  the 

<c  common  Deftiny,  or  general  Fate.  Thofe 

“  Perfons  are  fuch  as  envy  Glory  to  all  ex- 

<c  cept  themfelves  ;  and  generally  their 

“  Malice  arifes  (not  from  the  Matter  in-» 

€e  vented,  for  that  they  greedily  Covet  but) 

“  becaufe  of  the  Perfon  inventing;  and  as 

ic  they  were  not  the  Original  of  it,  or  cannot 

cc  obtain  the  Glory,  therefore  it  is  either 

“  falfe,  incongruous,  unneceffary  or  im- 

“  poffible  ;  or  if  the  Matter  be  too  laud- 

“  able  to  be  branded  with  filch  Epithets, 

<c  the  Fate  of  that  great  and  worthy  Man* 

<c  Dr.  Hervey ,  about  the  Circulation  of  the 

*c  Blood,  is  unavoidable,  viz\  that  it  is  an 

“  old  Thing,  they  knew  as  much  before, 

€t  Hypocrates  and  Galen  found  it  out,  it  is 

“  in  fuch  a  Book,  fuch  a  Chapter,  fuch  an 

“  Aphorifm  ;  although  the  Words  by  them 

<c  there  cited,  contain  no  more  a  Difcovery 

«  of  the  Thing  in  difpute,  (though  {trained 

“  by  all  the  Tropes  and  Figures  of  Rheto- 

«  ric')  than  the  Alcoran  doe«  of  the  Bible.’* 
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Dr.  Cockburk  obferves,  (fpeaking  of  the 
Reproach  every  'Perfon  is  fubjeft  to  that 
offers  a  new  Difcovery  to  the  World) 

Difcoverles  are  moil:  commonly  at- 

t 

J€  tended  with  the  Murmurings  and  Re- 
u  proaches  of  envious  People ;  who  load 
6e  Inventors  with  Calumny,  inftead  of  re^ 

<c  turning  them  Thanks  :  Indeed,  the 
C€  great  Occafion  of  Scandal  is  the  Gooduefs 
<c  of  the  Invention  >  and  that  it  may  bring 
u  a  Reputation  to  its  Author  :  So  danger- 
ic  ous  it  is  for  a  Phyfician  to  contrive  any 
Thing  ufeful  to  Mankind,  that  it  un~ 
avoidably  fubjeds  him  to  the  Hatred  of 
sc  many  others  of  his  Brethren,  whoreftkfsly 
*c  purfue  him  with  Calumny  and  Scandal, 

££  if  not  the  Invention  itfeif. 

->  ■  -  -  > 

I  fhall  next  give  you  the  Opinion  of  two 
eminent  French  Phyficians,  who  were  re¬ 
vered  for  their  knowledge  in  their  Profeflion, 

not  only  in  their  own  Country  but  through 
all  Europe .  .  , 

•*  *  -  *  *  +*  ,  •  *  t  \  *  >  * 

Dr.  . Boudin  writes  thus : 

I  always  look’d  upon  two  Things  as  the 

f*  i€  prin- 
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«  principal  Obftacles  to  the  Progrefs  of  Phy* 
u  fie;  the  one  is  the  general  Fondnefs  Men 
i(  have  for  Syflems,  which  obligeyoungPhy- 
«c  licians  to  fpend  a  great  deal  of  Time,  that 
c«  might  be  better  bellowed  in  making  ufe- 
««  fnl  Obfervations,  and  fill  their  Imagina- 
«  tions  with  well  contrived  Fables  — but  of 
ic  no  nfe  towards  the  Cure  of  their  Patients, 
««  which  ought  to  be  the  chief  and  only  End 
««  of  all  their  Studies  and  Labours  $  the  other 
“  is  not  only  their  Negledl  of,  but  likewife 
“  their  Diflike  and  Repugnance  both  to  the 
“  Search  of  new  Remedies,  and  to  the  Appli- 
“  cation  to  them  in  their  Practices,  when- 
«  ever  they  have  been  difcovered  by  others 
•*  more  courageous  and  diligent  than  they. 
«  — ~ Hippocrates  has  rejedled  all  Syflems  as 
“  ufelefs,  that  he  might  the  better  apply  him- 
«  felf  to  Obfervations,  and  the  Study  of  pro- 
“  per  Medicines.5' 

Dr.  Chirac ,  fays,  e<  The  Cure  of  the 
«  Venereal  Difeafe  is  liable  to  fo  many  In- 
fe  conveniences  from  the  infufficiency  of 
€e  the  greatefl  Part  of  thofe  who  undertake 
it,  and  by  Reafon  of  the  grievous  fuffer- 
«  ings  they  expofe  their  Patients  to,  who 

follow 
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**  follow  their  old  Method  of  curing  $  as 
alfo  becaufe  the  Time  it  requires  to  per- 
form  it  is  fo  long,  and  a  Patient  with- 
drawing  himfelf  for  the  Space  of  Forty 
**  or  Fifty  Days,  during  which  Time  he 
* *  mufl  keep  his  Chamber,  is  fo  trouble- 
fome,  and  gften  fo  fufpicious,  efpecially 
for  Perfons,  whofe- Station  obliges  them 
if  to  have  a  more  than  Ordinary  regard  for 
*c  their  Reputation,  that  we  never  can  fuf- 
ficiently  applaud  thofe,  who  have  fpent 
their  Time  and  Labour  in  the  Difcovery 
and  Improvement  of  fuch  Remedies  as 
can  thoroughly  cure  thofe,  who  are  af- 
**  flidled  with  it,  and  free  them  from  all  the 
*6  Inconveniences  and  Diforder  that  attend 
**  the  ordinary  Way  of  curing  it.’* 

The  Arguments  ufed  againft  particular 
Medicines,  in  fome  Meafure  are  founded  on 
Reafon,  and  the  Ufe  of  them  is  frequently 
termed  imperical  Praftice:  there  is  no  Man¬ 
ner  of  Doubt  but  much  Hurt  has  attend¬ 
ed  fuch  Medicines  that  have  been  indifcrimL 
nately  adminiftered  by  ignorant  People,  and 
indeed  for  the  moft  Part  are  Compofxtions, 
jumbled  together  between  the  Perfon  who 

P  ^  has 
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has  the  Sale  of  them,  and  fome  little  Dabler 
in  Phyfic.  Neverthelefs,  that  Remedies 
are  contrived,  that  have  been  taken  With 
great  Succefs  is  beyond  a  Doubt:  Dr.  yames's 
Fever  Powder  has  given  many  Inftances  of 
this,  and  I  verily  believe  has  been  of  much 
Benefit  to  Mankind ;  notwithstanding,  I  ac¬ 
knowledge,  fdch  Medicines  labour  under 
many  Difadvamages  by  often  not  being  tin¬ 
der  the  Author's  Directions :  and  yet  tllefe 
powerful  Remedies  will  fucceed,  and  in 
many  Cafes  where  others  have  failed $  with¬ 
out  faying  more,  that  noble  Medicine  the 
Peruvian  Barky  gives  us  ample  Proofs  of 
this,  which  even  when  adminiftered  by  the 
moft  illiterate  People,  will  ftill  produce  its 
grand  Effedls.  As  to  the  Venereal  Difeafe, 
w  hich  is  the  Subjedt  of  this  Pjfay%  I  muft 
obferve,  there  is  a  peculiar  Advantage  that 
attends  the  Cure  of  it,  which  is  this.  That 
as  it  always  proceeds  from  One  and  the 
tame  Caufe,  (only  differently  feated)  fo.  may 
it  be  cured  by  one  and  the  fame  Remedy.  I 
ipeak  as  to  the  Venereal  Poifon  ;  for  if  any 
Weaknefs  remains  after  that  is  expelled. 
Corroborants  take  Place  of  Courfe.  There 
is  Reafon  to  fnppofe  many  of  the  Faculty  in 
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this  Metropolis  mu  ft  have  found  out  fome 
favourite  Medicine,*  which  they  in  their 
Practice  chiefly  rely  on  for  particular  Dif- 
orders,  and  is  what  remains  a  Noftruin  or 
Secret  in  their  own  Bread,  which  (provided 
the  Medicine  is  a  valuable  one)  is  like  put¬ 
ting  the  lighted  Candle  under  a  BufheL 
As  it  is  confined  to  the  narrow  Bounds  of 
their  Practice. 

Scire  tuum  nihil  eji  nifi  te  fcire  hoc  fciat  Aker • 

*  <  ■  '  -  -  Pees. 

A  Man's  Knowledge  is  worth  nothing  with - 
out  he  communicates  it  to  the  World ;  for 
Science  is  not  Science  till  revealed. 

But  to  proceed  ;  I  am  therefore  of  the 
Opinion  that  every  Perfon  who  has  Invent¬ 
ed  any  Remedy  that  may  be  ferviceable  to 
his  Fellow-creatures,  cannot  difcharge  his 
Duty  either  to  God  or  th&f|,  if  he  does  not 
either  difcover  the  Medicine,  or  offer  it  for 
their  good,  which  muft  tend -to  his  own 
Emolument.  v 

V'O  ».  -  . '  :  '•  •/  a*  n*  O  >  V  .  •  :  /  >  l 

If  it  is  empirical  Practice  to  inform  the 
World,  you  have  a  new  Method,  or  a  new 
Medicine  for  fuch  and  fuch  Complaints, 

>  Then 
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Then  half  the  greateft  Authors  that  ever 
wrote,  are  Empiricks.  But  for  Brevity’s 
Sake,  fhall  only  mention  two  Moderns. 

Mr.  James  Handley ,  Surgeon,  informs 
us  of  a  Noitrum  or  Secret  he  was  poflefled 
of,  which  cured  the  Rheumatifm  in  a  very 
remarkable  Manner,  but  does  not  declare  the 
Remedy.  Thefe  are  his  own  Words,  <c  In 
‘  “  the  Rheumatifm,  particularly,  I  can,  and 
“  frequently  in  my  Practice  do,  give  a  cer~ 
“  tain  Medicine  which  fo  incounters  the 
iC  Difeafe,  and  affifts  Nature,  that  with  Pur- 
“  ging  once  or  twice,  at  mod,  and  Bleeding 
but  once,  and  fometimes  neither  of  them* 
“  the  Patient  though  he  cannot  (land  nor 
feed  himfelf,  and  ufed  to  lay  by  for  it 
<c  twelve  or  (ixteen  Weeks  together,  yet 
(hall  be  able  in  a  Week,  ten  Days,  or  a 
**  Fortnight  at  mod,  and  fometimes  in  lefs 
€<  Time,  to  go  about  his  Bufinefs:  the  fweD 
ling  of  his  Joints,  and  Pain,  being  gone 
cc  plear  off:  or  if  it  fometimes  happens  that 
“  the  Tumours  do  not  go.  immediately 
“  away,  yet  the  Pain  (hall  vanifh,  and  the 
ff  Patient  be  at  ea(e;  and  all  this  by  the 
“  Power  of  an  Alterative,  and  without  any 

Mer- 
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**  Mercurial  Preparations  whatever;  and 
(€  the  Medicine  to  be  taken,  is  but  the 
t(  Quantity  of  two  Spoonfuls  twice  a  Day, 

However  extraordinary  the  Effects  of  this 
Medicine  may  appear,  the  Author's  Cha¬ 
racter  and  Abilities  in  his  Profefiion,  put  it 
out  of  the  Power  of  cenforious  Perfons 
to  hurt  or  depreciate  his  Affertions,  This 
Gentlemen,  as  an  Author,  was  in  the  great- 
eft  Efteemji  he  wrote  his  Mechanical  Effays 
on  the  Animal  Oeconomy,  A .  D.  lyzx. 
A  Book  that  acquired  the  greateft  Applaufe; 
In  the  Year  1733,  he  publiilied  his  Collo- 
quia  Chirurgica,  or  the  Art  of  Surgery;  this 
Book  was  found  no  lefs  acceptable,  being  a 
Work  calculated  for  young  Surgeons.  Af¬ 
ter  giving  fuch  Proofs  of  his  fuperior  Know¬ 
ledge  in  his  Profeftion,  I  fuppofe  he  won't 
be  called  a  Quack,  becaufe  he  recommends 
a  Medicine  for  the  Rheumatifm,  which  he 
had  proved  to  do  more  than  any  other  had 
done. 

Y)r.Robertfo?i  obferves,  treating  on  Fluxes, 
after  recommending  fome  Remedies,  “  But 
in  Cafe  all  thefe  Medicines  fail  of  Sue- 

te  cefs. 
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€£  cefs,  and  the  Flux  (till  continues  to  afflidr 
*(  the  Patient,  and  threaten  him  with  immi- 
“  nent  Death,  is  there  no  other  .Hopes,  no 
€C  Anchor  whereon  the  unhappy  Patient 
(s  may  repofe  his  Diftrefs,  no  Specific  that 
may  give  refpite  to  his  Dolors  ?  Yes  | 
ge  we  are  told  by  Dr.  Cockburn ,  in  his  Trea- 
€g  tife  on  Fluxes,  that  he  enjoys  the  Favour 
*c  of  a  Specific  that  will  cure  all  Manner 
**  of  Fluxes,  under  the  moft  chdradling 
“  Symptoms.  But  no  Diftrefs  of  Mankind 
could  ever,  yet  prevail  with  that  Gentle*- 
iJ  man  to  open  his  tender  Heart,  and  dif- 
€(  cover  his  Secret  to  the  World.  And  he 
might  have  added,  that  the  Public  was  alfo 
debarred  the  Ufe  of  this  excellent  Remedy 
by  not  knowing  where  to  apply  for  it,  which, 
undoubtedly  was  attended  with  the  fame 
ill  Confequences* 

^  .  <  *  t  / 

It  is  a  Misfortune,  and  what  is  peculiar 
to  this  Notion,  that  it  is  impoftible  to  offer 
the  lead  Difcovery,  or  indeed  an  Improve¬ 
ment,  without  immediately  meeting  with  the 
ftrongeft  Oppofitions.  And  it  is  now  be-* 
come  fo  faihionable,  that  thefe  kind  of  Op¬ 
ponents,  may  fay  with  the  Poet, 

,  y  '  1  Video 


'  rt  •*  -*•*- 
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'Video  meliora  proboque 


Deteriora  Sequor , 


OviD^ 


1 fee  the  Right ,  /  approve  it  too  $ 

Condemn  the  Wrong,  and  yet  the  Wrong  pur* 

I'M' 

Such  PerfonS  as  have  been  properly  Edu¬ 
cated  to  Phyfic,  and  have  continually  a 
Number  of  Patients  under  their  Care  (more 
particularly  when  chiefly  confined  to  one 
Diforder)  mud  either  fleep  away  their  Time, 
or  be  Men  of  no  Kind  of  Reflection,  or 
elfe  will  make  fuch  Difcoveries  as  will  re¬ 
dound  to  their  Reputation  and  the  Public 
Good. 

We  fee  in  the  Medical  Obfervations  and 
Inquiries,  by  a  Body  of  Phyficians  in  hondon , 
a  Number  of  well  authenticated  Difcoveries, 
tranfmitted  to  them  from  different  Parts  of 
the  World.  The  hearing  of  which  to  all 
good  Men  gives  the  greateft  Joy  and  plea- 
ling  Satisfaction;  but  from  bad  Men,  where 
that  gnawing  Worm  of  Envy  is  kept  alive, 
nothing  can  be  expeCted  but  Hatred,  Ma¬ 
lice,  and  the  worft  of  Reflections.  I  now 
conclude  this  EJfay,  and  let  my  Brethren  of 

the 


[  ”4  .1 

the  Profeffion  ;  let  the  fenfible  Man,  or 
Critic  ;  let  thofe  that  are  difeafed,  or  not 
Difeafed  ;  let  the  Juft  or  Unjuft;  in  one 
Word,  let  the  whole  World  perufe  this 
Difcourfe,  and  I  folemnly  declare  I  can  con*- 
vey  my  Motive  for  this  Publication,  with 
the  ftricfteft  Truth,  by  thefe  Words^ 

Mens Jibi  confcia  recti. 

!  '  '  '  •  ‘  • 

/I  good  Intention, 


F  I  N  I  S,. 


I*. 
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